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By Jan Chait’: 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
Pro 9, 624 Gilbert 
f; sted on a pre-charge 
of murder early Saturday after- 
noon for the stabbing death of 
Donald Cooper, 20, 14272 Ohio St. 
Gray was released from jail three 
days prior to his arrest on Satur- 
day. According to records at the 
Vigo County Jail, Gray had been 
arrested on two counts of battery 
June 11 after he allegedly broke his 
girlfriend’s jaw and stabbed a man. 
Judge Hugh D. McQuillan, who 
released Gray on his own re- 
cognizance Wednesday, described 
the situation which resulted in 
Gray’s earlier arrest as a “family 
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brawl” and said the incident wasn’t 
very serious. 


_ “I thought that [one month in 
jail] was about long enough on that 
particular charge,” the judge said 
Saturday night. Gray, who is 
scheduled to appear Tuesday in 
Vigo County Court Division 5 on 
the battery charges, had been 
unable to post bond. 


It will be the second day in a row 
for Gray to visit that court; he’s 
scheduled to appear Monday on the 
pre-charge of murder. Gray is 
currently being held without bond 
in the Vigo County jail. 


Gray, described by Det. Sgt. Don 
Tyler as having “a propensity for 
violence,” was arrested at 1:57 p.m. 
Saturday after detectives found 
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him hiding under the bed in his 
house. 


“Neighbors heard screaming, 
fighting and yelling” near Cooper's 
residence between 3 and 3:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Tyler said, during an 
apparent argument over Cathy 

alker, also of 142712 Ohio St. The 
argument turned into a fight, 
during which punches were thrown 
a Cooper was stabbed in the 
neck. 


Preliminary indications are that 
Cooper bled to death after an 
artery in his neck was severed. 


Authorities took Cooper’s body to 
Union Hospital. It was to be 
transported to Wishard Memorial 
Hospital, Indianapolis, at 5 am. 
today where an autopsy will be 
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Man fresh out of jail 
g death 


performed by forensic pathologist 
Dr. Dean Hawley. 


The victim’s body was found 
lying on the second-floor stair 
landing, but Tyler said the stab- 
bing took place on the sidewalk 
near the alley at the rear of the 
two-story greys mangled house. 
Cooper an alker shared a 
second-floor apartment there. ' 


Judging from the trail of blood 
from the wound, police speculate 
that Cooper headed into Gilbert 
Avenue, then made his way back to 
the apartment. 


Tyler said Cooper went into the 
apartment and came back out onto 
the landing. “Whether he slipped 
and fell or lost consciousness, we 
don’t know,” the detective said. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Proctor Gray III — on trial this 
week for the July 21, 1984, stab- 


bing death of Donald Cooper —was [i 


found guilty Thursday of voluntary 
manslaughter. 
The class B felony carries a 


penalty range of 6-20 years in the, | 


custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction. Gray will be 
sentenced Feb. 11 by Vigo Superior 
ise Division 1 Judge Michael H. 


Ro took the verdict with no 
outward sign of emotion, but his- 
mother began sobbing as the find- 
ing was read. 

Jurors received the case for 
deliberation at 1:15 p.m. Thursday. 
Charles Fouty, recently elected 
president of the Vigo County Coun- 
cil, handed up the verdict as jury 
foreman at 3:24 p.m. 

Prosecutors had charged Gray 
with murder for Cooper’s death. 
Voluntary manslaughter and bat- 
tery were possible lesser verdicts 
the jurors could return. 

Gray, 624 Gilbert Ave., was 19 
when he was arrested but now is 20 
years old. Cooper also was 20. 

Cooper was stabbed in the neck 
outside 1427% Ohio St., where he 
and Cathy Walker were living. 

Gray took the stand in his own 
defense Thursday and claimed he 
was afraid Cooper would shoot him 
with a sawed-off .22-caliber rifle. 
Cooper displayed the weapon 
earlier and said, “This is what I 
have for you,” Gray said. 

The two men had argued over 
Walker's affections, but Gray said 
he told Cooper, “It ain’t worth 
fighting over no girl.” 
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_ PROCTOR GRAY IlI ; 
Guilty of lesser charge —_ 


Gray said Cooper swung at him 
first outside the apartment. +^- 

The finding of reckless homicide 
is similar to a murder conviction; 
except it includes the circumstance 
that the slaying took placa in 
“sudden heat.” 

Although defense attorney Geof- 


frey G. Creason objected, Mary Lóu 


Reynolds; deputy Vigo County 
prosecutor, raised a point that 

ray has two other pending cases. 
for allegedly breaking Walker’s jaw 
May 24 and for stabbing ano er 
man in the back May 25. In’ both 
of those incidents, Gray said; he 
also was acting in self-defense. 
“You had a real bad several months 
there poles rounet) didn’t 
you?” Reynolds said 

Creason said that, had Gray: 
really wanted to kill Cooper, he’ 
would have stabbed him more than 
once. 
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Proctor Gray gets 15-year term _ 


in stabbing death of D 


fatigues, showed no emotion when 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
| Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
Gray III, 20, was 
sentenced Monday to a 15-year 
‘prison sentence for the July 21, 
1984, stabbing death of Donald 


Cooper. 
_ Vigo Superior Court Division 1 


udge Michael H. Eldred saver 


ray a 10-year sentence and a 

other five years to the sentence 
for aggravating circumstances sur- 
‘rounding the crime. 

Gray had been charged with 
murder, but on Jan. 10 a Vigo 


| County Superior Court jury found 


Gray guilty of voluntary 
manslaughter. 


In handing down the sentence," 


Eldred gave Gray credit for 206 
days that he has spent in the Vigo 
County Jai 


given the sentence by Eldred. 

Gray, 624 Gilbert Ave., according 
to police, stabbed Cooper in the 
neck outside 1427% Ohio St. 
following an argument between the 
two men over Cathy Walker, a 
former girlfriend of Gray. 


Testimony during the trial re-- 


vealed that Cooper and Walker had 
been living together prior to the 
argument between Gray and 
Cooper. 

Eldred said that other âgaravat 
ing circumstances surrounding the 
crime included Grays use of a 
deadly -weapon (Cooper was 
stabbed to death with a paring 
knife), Gray's previous acts of 
violence, Gray’s need for correc- 
tional rehabilitation and there was 
no evidence that Gray would 
respond if placed on probation. 


hief Adult Probation officer“ 


Michael C. Ellis told the court Gray. 


= „Gray, clad in green Army has suffered from excessive use of 


on Cooper 


alcoholic beverages since the age of 
16 and has a histgry of use of 
marijuana since the age of 12. 

“During an interview, Mr. Gray 
told me that he was remorseful and 
[the stabbing] was an act of self- 
defense,” Ellis said, | 

In Gray's behalf, attorney Geof- 
frey Creason told the court, “Proc- 
tor did not start this incident. 
Cooper started the fight. Proctor 
acted under a heat of passion.” 

Creason asked the court to 
impose the minimum sentence, six 


years. . ) « 
Deputy Prosecutor Mary Lou- 
Reynolds said Gray “has a history | 


of crime. He had a number of 
opportunities to. turn his life 
around. He just could not conform, 
to society standards.” » 

“Donald Cooper has had no 
future since Proctor Gray stabbed 
him to death on July 21, 1984,” 
Reynolds told the court. “He cannot 
be helped by a-short sentence.” — 
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= By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 


NEWPORT, Ind. (Special) — Three 
men were killed—including a Terre 
Haute man—and three other persons 
were injured in a bizarre shooting inci- 
dent at Newport Army Ammunition 
Depot’s administration building Tues- 
day afternoon. 

Security guard Juan Gonzales, 53, 
Terre Haute, reportedly shot his way 
through the administration building’s 
„second floor killing three engineers and 
injuring a contractor and secretary 
before being shot down on the first floor 
by Sgt. Conrad Milam, Clinton. 

No motive for the shooting spree has 
been established by Newport officials or 
Indianapolis FBI investigators who are 
in charge of the case. 

Dead are James F. Clarke, 54, Terre 
Haute, an industrial engineer; Tony 
Lacopo, 38, Rockville, a protection-safe- 
ty engineer for Uniroyal; and William 
Dillard, Newport, a safety engineer said 
to be in his late 40s. 

Injured were Charlene Dunham, 29, 
RR 1, Cayuga, a secretary to the*base 
commander, and Steve Posen, 23, Cleve- 
land, an insulation contractor who was 
an on-site representative for Young and 
Posen Co. of Cleveland. 

Gonzales and Posen were listed in 
‘serious condition and placed in intensive 
care at Union Hospital Wednesday 
moraing. Dunham, who is pregnant, is 
listed in satisfactory condition at a 
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Capt: Ben Moberly, in only his third 
week as base commander, said Gonzales 
started shooting about 3:45 p.m. as he 
went through the second floor hallway. 
A full staff was present, Moberly said, 
as the shift does not end until 4 p.m. 

Shooting indiscriminately with no pat- 
tern, Gonzales raced his way through 
the corridor and down a stairway until 
Milam, Gonzales’ shift commander, 


gunned him down on the first floor, 


Moberly said. 


Gonzaies, reportedly employed at 
Newport for about six years, used a .38 
caliber revolver issued to all security 
officers and a second revolver he ap- 
parently obtained at gunpoint from an- 
other officer. 


The incident lasted about five 
minutes. 


Gonzales has been charged with crime 
on a government reservation, first 
degree murder, according to FBI of- 
ficials. The number of murder counts 
have not been established. 
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FB] agefiis reportedly questioned wit- 
nesses throughout Tuesday evening but 
had not established a motive for the 
shooting Wednesday morning. 


FBI officials reported Gonzales re- 
cently had been reprimanded by a supe- 
rior, but it has not been determined if 
that precipitated the shooting spree. 


Investigators also had not determined 
by Wednesday morning if the victims 
wete shot while in the second floor 
hallway or if Gonzales went into office 


»rooms to shoot them. 


The victims were transported to hos- 
pitals by two base ambulances and 


aL 


otiers trom nearpy communities called 
for assistance. Newport’s base was 
closed shortly after the shooting. 

Clarke, Dillard and Dunham were 
assigned to the government's staff of 
civil service employes. Clarke and 
Dillard were pronouced dead at the 
scene by Vermillion County Coroner 
Nick Karanovich. 

Lacopo, the other victim, was dead on 
arrival at Clinton’s Vermillion County 
Hospital. A member of the Uniroyal’s 
staff, Lacopo was stationed at the base 
because of the government contract 
allowing Uniroyal to operate the New- 
port facility. 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. 
Star Valley Editor 

Juan Gonzales Gonzales, 53, a New- 
port Army Ammunition plant guard, 
was indicted Monday by a federal grand 
jury in Indianapolis on three counts of 
first degree murder and two counts of 
attempted murder in connection with a 
shooting spree Aug. 30. 

The indictments were handed down 
Monday afternoon by the grand jury, 
which heard testimony in the case a 
week ago, according to Stephen Os- 
borne, a Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion agent who handled the case from 
the Terre Haute office. 

Tom Bose, a member of the U.S. 
Attorney’s staff of the Indianapolis of- 
fice, who handled the government’s 
presentation to the grand jury, said a 
corporate surety bond of $150,000 was set 
following the indictments. 

It is expected arraignment of 
Gonzales will be in U.S. District Court— 
Terre Haute Division—in the near 
future, possibly next week when court is 
expected to convene with Judge S. Hugh 
Dillin presiding. 

Gonzales, who resided on North 31st 
Street in Terre Haute, was charged with 


first Vea. murder s iB cp 28 un 
Anthony L. Lacopo, 38, Rockville; Wil- 
liam Dillard, 48, Cayuga, Ind., and 
James F. Clarke, 54, Terre Haute. He 
also is charged with assault with the 
intent to murder Charlene Dunham, 29, 
Cayuga, and Steven Posen, 24, Euclid, 
Ohio. 

Gonzales is alleged to have become 
upset after appearing in Lacopo’s office 
on Tuesday morning, Aug. 30, and re- 
ceiving a verbal reprimand. He alleged- 
ly shot Lacopo in the chest and killed 
him, then fled down corridors of the 
administration building at Newport AAP 
and shot indiscriminantly, killing Clarke 
and Dillard, both plant employes. 

Gonzales allegedly took a revolver 
from another guard and wounded Posen, 
who was doing contract work at the 
plant. Posen was released from Union 
Hospital in Terre Haute Sept. 8. 

Gonzales also allegedly shot and 
wounded Mrs. Dunham, a secretary at 
the facility, who was pregnant. Mrs. 
Dunham was released from St. Eliz- 
abeth Hospital in Danville, Ill. on Sept. 
12. A hospital spokeman said the unborn 
child was expected to survive the woun- 
ding of Mrs. Posen in the back. 


U.S. Attorney Virginia Dill McCarty, 
announced the grand jury’s decision 
from her Indianapolis office. She said 
the report was given to Judge James 


Noland for disposition and the court. 


would set the matter for arraignment. 
Federal court is expected to convene in 
Terre Haute early in October. 


Gonzales, confined in the hospital 
section of the federal prison south of 
Terre Haute, was wounded by another 
guard during the shootout. He originally 
was being held only for the shooting of 
Lacopo until the grand jury got the case, 
nearly three weeks after the shooting. 


William Tiller, an FBI agent in Indi- 
anapolis, was in charge of the investiga- 
tion of the Newport shooting. Tight 
security was thrown up around the plant 
while the investigation took place. 


Gonzales will be defended by John 
Kite, an attorney from Terre Haute. 
Kite said late Monday he had not yet 
received a copy of the federal 
indictments handed down Monday 
afternoon. Kite was hired by Gonzales 
after the suspect was given,a 
court-appointed attorney while he was in 


. Union Hospital in Terre Haute 


recovering from the wounds he sustained 


when he was stopped by the other guard. 
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The Federal Court trial of 
Juan Gonzales, who allegedly 
shot and killed three persons 
and wounded two others, is to 
continue Wednesday. 

Tuesday, the 12-member jury 
was given a story of events 
leading up to the August inci- 
dent at the Newport Army Am- 
munition Depot. 

The trial is being conducted 
in the Terre Haute Division of 
U.S. District Court with Judge 
Cale J. Holder presiding. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Thomas L. Boes called five 
witnesses to the stand Tuesday. 

First up was Maj. Ben E. 
Moberly, plant commander, 
who told the jury he was sitting 
in his office at approximately 
3:40 p.m. last Aug. 30 when he 
heard a loud noise and woman 
scream. He said his first 
thought was that the woman 
had dropped a tray of some 
sort, but seconds later he heard 
two more loud noises. 

Moberly walked to the door 
of his office, he said, and saw a 
security guard with a _ .38 
caliber revolver. He said he 
immediately stepped into his 
office bathroom and waited un- 
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til he heard voices in the hall. 
Moberly said he then believed 
his life was in peril. 

Walter Louden, a shift lieu- 
tenant on the security force and 
one of Gonzales’ supervisors, 
said he had worked with 
Gonzales for approximatedly 
five years and that Gonzales 
was a good worker and had 
never caused any problems. 
Louden said two days prior to 
the shooting incident, there had 
been a disagreement between 
Gonzales and the shift sergeant 
during a preparedness drill. 

The day of the shooting, 
Louden said, he and two other 
officers had met in the office of 
Anthony L. Lacopo, super- 
intendent of plant protection, to 
discuss the incident. He said 
Gonzales was summoned and 
the two other officers left the 
room. He said he and Gonzales 
were seated next to each other 
facing Lacopo while Lacopo 
was giving Gonzales a verbal 
reprimand when Gonzales 
pulled his revolver, shouted 
abuses at Lacopo and then shot 
him. 

Louden testified Gonzales 
then pointed the gun at him and 
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said, “AI I want is your weap- 

on.” Gonzales took Louden’s 

weapon and left the room. 

Louden said Lacopo was not 
armed. 

David Rader, an engineering 
assistant at the plant, said he 
also was working in his office 
when the shooting began. He 
said he went to the door of his 
office and saw James F. 
Clarke, the industrial engineer, 
shot. Clarke also was killed. 

Gonzales is also alleged to 
have shot and killed William 
Dillard, the plant safety engi- 
neer, and shot and seriously 
wounded Charlene’ Dunham, 
who was eight months preg- 
nant, and Steven Posen. 
Gonzales, according to reports 
at the time, was then felled by. 
a shot from another security 
guard’s gun. 

Other witnesses Tuesday 
were Ruth Ann Ferrare, 
Lacopo’s secretary, and Law- 
rence Kittell, contract adminis- 
trator at the plant. 

The plant is operated by Un- 
iroyal, Inc. under contract with 
the U.S. goverment. Kittell and 
seven others are government 
employees. 

All other personnel are em- 
ployed by Uniroyal. 

John C. Kite, Terre Haute 
attorney, is Gonzales’ lawyer. 
Throughout the proceedings, 
Gonzales has been seated at the 
defense table, bent at the waist 
and hea d bowed staring at the 
floor. 

In his opening statement, 
Kite indicated he will argue 
Gonzales was not able to con- 
trol his conduct last summer 
because he was mentally, un- 
balanced. r 
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A verdict in the Juan Gonzales  chiatrist, to testify. Kite contended 
murder trial was expected tobe reached Gonzales did not have control of his 
Monday after Saturday and Sunday ses- senses at the time of the murders, 
sions were conducted in Terre Haute Kite told jurors, during his closing 
Division of U.S. District Court. arguments, that his client lost self con- 

Gonzales, a 53- trol because of pressures Gonzales 
year-old security thought other employees were putting 
guard at Newport on him. 

Army Ammuni- Kite said Gonzales’ acts were not 
tion Depot, is premeditated or with malice 
charged with- aforethought, but, if anything, man- 
three counts of slaughter. 

murder and two The government’s counsel, Assistant 
counts of intentto U.S. Attorney Thomas L. Boes, how- 
murder in con- ever, told the jury Gonzales did have 
ncection with an control during the alleged shooting 
Aug. 30 incident spree. Boes said that control was 
at the plant. evidenced in the fact that Gonzales 

The trial, appeared to choose whom he shot, while 
Juan Gonzales before Judge Cale allowing others to go back into their 
J. Holder, began last Monday and was Administration Building offices. 
not in session Thursday or Friday be- Boes said Gonzales was using the 
cause bad road conditions prevented insanity defense as an excuse for his 
some jurors from getting to court. aa a i 

Holder instructed the jury Sunday _ Gonzales, who seldom looked up dur- 
night for almost two Rouge lien both: in the trial. did not take the stand. + 
sides rested their cases about 7 p.m. Earlier in the trial, witnesses testified 


that the shootings may have been pre- 
Pipes Terre Haute attorney John  cipitated by an outburst by Gonzales 
ite, Gonzales’ lawyer, called Dr.  quring a training drill two days before. 
Dinesh Mehia, Katherine Hamilton Conrad Milam, Gonzales immediate 
Mental Health Center psychiatrist, and — supervisor, testified that’ he took 
Dr. Boris Imperial, a private psy- ' Gonzales to the Administration Building 
on Aug. 30 for a reprimand from Secur- 

Rockville. 


Allegedly, Gonzales shot Lacopo after 
the reprimand in Lacopo's second floor 
office. Gonzales then took the revolver 
of another security officer in Lacopo’s 
office and shot four other persons as he 
ran down the corridor, according to 
reports. 

He was stopped by Milam on the first 
floor who shot Gonzales after he al- 
legeldly pointed a gun at Milam. 

Also killed were James F. Clarke, 
Terre Haute; and William Dillard, 
Cayuga. Seriously wounded were 
Charlene Dunham, Cayuga: and Steve 
Posen. Euclid, Ohio. 
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The trial of Juan Gonzales is 
over. 

Gonzales, the former New- 
port Army Ammunition Depot 
security guard convicted of 
three murders and two assault 
charges Jan. 30, was denied an 
appeal by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 


John Kite, Gonzales’ Terre 
Haute attorney, said in an in- 
terview he received word of the 
court’s Oct. 10 decision Mon- 
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Kite said the denial of a 
review by the Supreme Court 
ends the Gonzales case which 
began Aug. 30, 1977 when the 53- 
year-old shot and killed three 
persons and injured two others 
in a five-minute shooting spree. 


Federal Judge Cale J. Holder 
presided over the 12-member 
jury trial which lasted seven 
days in Terre Haute Division of 
U.S. District Court. A federal 
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Court denies appeal to Juan Gonzales 


The first involved his “Oh 
grand jury had indicted 
Gonzales on three counts of 
first degree murder and two 
counts of assault to commit 
murder. 

The jury found Gonzales guil- 
ty as charged on two murder 
counts — for Terre Hautean 
James F. Clark and William 
Dillard, Cayuga — but, a sec- 
ond degree murder conviction 
was returned for the Anthony 
Lacopo, Rockville, slaying. 


The assault charges were in 
connection with the wounding 
of Steve Posen, Euclid, Ohio; 
and Charlene Dunham, Cayuga, 
who was eight-months pregnant 
at the time of the murders. 

In his appeal, which was also 
denied by the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Chicago, 
Kite contended two statements 
made by Gonzales, admitted in 
trial court, were given involun- 
tarily and were therefore inad- 
missible. 


Lord, forgive me for what I’ve 
done!” statement given at the 
Newport depot after being shot 
several times by Conrad 
Milam, his immediate super- 
visor. 


The other involved a 
statement given. to Gonzales’ 
wife at Union Hospital, where 
he was under intensive care for 
several days. 

Kite’s defense during the 
trial was based on the conten- 
tion Gonzales did not have con- 
trol of his senses during the 
shootings. 

However, the government’s 
counsel, Assistant U.S. At- 
torney Thomas L. Boes, argued 
Gonzales evidenced control 
when he porated to choose 
whom he shot, while allowing 
others to get out of the way. 

In the trial it was reported 
Gonzales’ Aug. 30 shooting 


spree may have been pre- 
cipitated by an outburst by 
Gonzales two days before. _ 

Milam testified he took 
Gonzales to Newport’s Admin- 
istration Building on Aug. 30 to 
receive a reprimand from 
Lacopo for the outburst. 
Lacopo was security super- 
intendent. 

Gonzales shot Lacopo after 
the reprimand in Lacopo’s sec- 
ond floor office. Gonzales then 
took a revolver from another 
security officer in Lacopo’s of- | 
fice and shot the others as he 
ran down the corridor. 

Milam reportedly. stopped 
Gonzales by shooting him sev- 
eral times when Gonzales was 
heading for the first floor. 

Gonzales is now inprisoned at 
Leavenworth Prison, Kan. He 
was sentenced to three life 
terms and two 20-year terms. 
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Vigo Circuit Judge Robert H. 
Brown rejected a motion Tuesday 
by accused murderer Tony A. Guin 
to withdraw a guilty plea made 
during his last court appearance in 
May. And in an unexpected move, 
Brown also refused to consider 
oun s guilty plea made that same 

ay. 

Brown’s decision moved the 
three-year-old case to a jury trial 
Nov. 15. 

Guin is accused of the Nov. 18, 
1980, murder of Rebecca Fuqua in a 
mobile home just south of Terre 
Haute. 

In May, Guin entered a guilty plea 
to the crime in return for the 
prosecutor’s recommendation of a 
20-year sentence. 

But before Guin left court in May, 
he asked to withdraw his guilty 
plea. His motion to withdraw that 
plea was heard Tuesday. 

During the hearing on the motion, 
a statement was read quoting Guin 
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Guin’s trial date set __ 


1983 


who had stated at one time that he 
did shoot Fuqua and her dog. Later, 
Guin denied guilt of the crime. 

Guin, who has a history of psy- 
chiatric problems, repeatedly was 
asked by the prosecution Tuesday if 
he had trouble remembering things. 

He did have memory problems, 
the 27-year-old man said. But 
“youd remember something like 
that,” he said of the suspected 
murder. 

Any psychiatric testing will done 
inside the Vigo County Jail, Brown 
said. 

Guin was not under any ‘outside 
pressure to withdraw his plea, he 
said to repeated questions from 
Brown and the prosecution. 

According to a written motion in 
May, Guin was pressured to submit 
the guilty plea when his attorney 
told him that if he went to trial and 
was convicted, he could get 30 to 60 
years in prison and a fine up to 
$10,000. 
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in murder case 


Tony A. Guin was found guilty of 
murder late Friday night, with all 
jurors agreeing on the verdict. 

A pre-sentence report is due Dec. 
1, with Guin’s sentencing scheduled 
for 9 a.m. Dec. 2. 

The 28-year-old Guin was on trial 
in Vigo Circuit Court this week for 
the November 1980 shotgun death of 
Rebecca Bopp Fuqua, 38, at her 
mobile home south of Terre Haute. 

Guin confessed to the slaying 
during a Feb. 2, 1982, interview with 
a Dallas, Texas, police detective. 

Six days later, Guin said that 
confession was false and claimed he 
admitted to the murder just to get 
free transportation back to Terre 
Haute. 

In his Feb. 8, 1982, statement, 
Guin also claimed he was in love 
with ‘‘something in the swamp” that 
was not human, and that he and the 
victim were married by a satanic 
cult. 

Guin has a long history of mental 
illness. 

“Do these statements tell you 
something about the state of mind of 
the defendant in February 1982 
including the time he confessed — 
whether or not he was illogical, 
whether he was insane,” one of his 
defense attorneys, Larry G. Wagner, 
asked the jurors Friday. 

But deputy prosecutor David D. 
Haynes said Guin wanted to return 
to Terre Haute because he was guilt- 
ridden. 

The defense attorneys also showed 
the j-rors how they thought Fuqua 
died. 

The victim was a woman about 5 
feet 2% inches tall, and the defense 
said she used her own shotgun to 


suilty 
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take her own life while lying on the 
couch in her mobile home: 

To demonstrate that action was 
physically possible, Barbara Coyle 
Rennolet, the other defense attorney 
and a woman three inches shorter 
than the victim, sat on a couch that 
was brought into the courtroom. 
There she placed the muzzle of the 
20-gauge weapon to her chest, and 
with some help from Wagner, re- 
ached out to the shotgun’s twin 
triggers. 

Haynes, who is 6 feet, 4 inches tall, 
also took the shotgun and showed the 
jurors that even his arms could 
hardly reach the triggers unassisted. 
He also said that, had the weapon 
been fired in the position Rennolet 
demonstrated, pellets would have 
been found in the couch, not the wall 
as at the mobile home. 

Two boxes of shotgun shells were 
found in the mobile home. 

“If you’re going to commit 
suicide, do you buy two boxes of 
shells?” Haynes asked. 

He also reminded jurors that Ruth 
Bopp, the victim’s mother and the 
person who found her body Nov. 18, 
1980, went to the mobile home to help 
her daughter clean and redecorate 
it. 

“People don’t redecorate their 
house when they’re contemplating 
suicide,” Haynes said. 

The defense reminded jurors the 
victim had no other wounds, as 
might be expected if she had 
struggled with another person before 
being shot, and her dog also was shot 
at close range — presumably by 


-some. trusted. person.such as the _ 


victim. 
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40 years in 1 death 


1983 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Tony Guin, 28-year-old convicted 
murderer of Rebecca Bopp Fuqua, 
38, will spend 40 years in the custody 
of the Indiana Department of Cor- 
rection, under a sentence imposed 
Friday by Vigo Circuit Judge Robert 
H. Brown. 

Guin will be eligible for parole 
after serving half his sentence. 

Guin was found guilty Nov. 18 of 
the November 1980 shotgun murder 
of Fuqua in her mobile home south 
- of Terre Haute. 

Guin. who has a lengthy 
psychiatric history, earlier this year 
offered to plead guilty but mentally 
ill to the crime as part of an 
agreement under which the prosecu- 
tion would recommend a 20-year 
sentence. 

Brown refused a later request by 
Guin to back out of the offer, and on 
June 7 refused to accept the guilty 
plea. 

During the sentencing hearing 
Friday, Larry J. Wagner, one of 
Guin's defense attorneys, said, ‘We 
would contend his mental condition 
is a mitigating factor.” 


David D. Haynes, deputy Vigo 
County prosecutor, said it was clear 
from the jurors’ verdict that Guin 
was responsible for his actions. 

Haynes asked Brown to impose 
the standard 40-year sentence set by 
law. and the judge did. Ten years 
could have been subtracted for 
mitigating circumstances, and 20 
years could have been added for 
aggravating circumstances. 

The circumstances of the crime 
were not among those that make a 
defendant eligible for the death 
penalty. 

Guin, standing with his hands in 
the pockets of his jail fatigues, toid 
Brown he had not decided whether 
he wanted to appeal the case. 

A motion to correct errors, the 
first step in the appeal process, must 
be filed within 60 days or there can 
be no appeal, Brown warned. The 
judge said Wagner and Barbara 
Coyle Rennolet would continue as 
appointed defense attorneys until the 
60 days run out. 

Guin has been in custody since 
Feb, 2, 1982, when he confessed to 
the murder — a confession he later 
claimed was just his way of getting 
free transportation from Dallas, 
Texas, back to Terre Haute. 


a 


“ULC 


VIAL) 


| 


Communit 


Police 


Shox 


Probe 


Of cil eslor's 


T DEC 


Death Co 


41975 


ntinues 


Cag naf thr EMA, C i} 


By COLLEEN BLACKETER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


A preliminary charge of first degree 
murder has been filed against a former 
Indiana State University student in 
connection with the shooting death of an 
ISU counseling psychologist Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Slated to appear in Vigo County Circuit 
Court. Thursday. was Marsha Guingrich. 
19, Largo, Ind 

She was arrested alter Dr. William J 
Carson Jr.. 34. was shot and killed at the 
Student Counseling Center at the ISU 


Health Center about 2:30 p.m.. 


Wednesday. 

Carson was shot in the lower abdomen 
with a handgun. believed to be a 
.22-caliber, and-was pronounced dead on 
arrival at Union Hospital by, the Vigo 
County Deputy Coroner, George Kern. 
shortly after the incident. 

Deputy Coroner Kern is also the 
director of the ISU Safety and Security, 
which is handling the investigation of the 
shooting. i 

According to reports, Guingrich was 
apprehended immediately by, campus 
police at the Health Center following the 
shooting. 

Details of the. shooting were not 
released by the ISU Safety and Security 
officers handling the investigation. They 
reported the investigation into the 
incident was continuing. though. 

Campus police reportedly questioned 


` her Wednesday until she was taken to the 


Katherine Hamilton Mental Health 
Center at about 5 p.m. She was to be held 
in custody there: until her court 
appearance Thursday. 


e 


freshman at ISU majori nglish 
until she dropped out of the schoo! a reo 
Pre js: eee 


Early reports indicated she had ‘beet Ves 


Guingrich was a first semester ` » 


counseled at ke Student Counseling 
Center earlier this year. 

Ironically, Carson reportedly had 
given a talk to a student group just 
Tuesday night on death and what he 
thought it would be like to die. 


Reports indicated Carson’s area of | 


concentration was death counseling. 

Carson. a native of North Carolina. had 
been a counselor at ISU fortwo years. He 
joined the ISU staff in October, 1974. 

The Student Counseling Center was to 
be closed Thursday and Friday. 

Carson lived at 420 S. 22nd St. in Terre 
Haute. , 

ISU officials expressed shock and 
sadness Thursday sover the fatal 
shooting. 


“This isa tragic incident, andl am | 


deeply grieved,” ISU President Richard 
G. Landini said. **Dr;Carson was in his 
second year on our Student Affairs staff, 
and in his year’s work here. he had won 
the admiration of his colleagues for his 
counseling work with students. His 
family and friends have our deepest 
sympathy.” 

Dr. John W. Truitt. vice president for 
student affairs. also lauded. Dr. Carson's 
professional qualifications and 
counseling work. ‘“‘It’s difficult to 
comprehend such a tragedy on the 
campus,“ he stated. “I knew Dr Carson 
as a qualified and valuable member of 
the Student Counseling Center staff. and 
I am greatly saddened with his untimely 
death.” 

Carson was a former resident of 


Winston-Salem, N, C., and graduated | 


from the high school there. \ 
He also graduated from Wake Forest 
pee and-eamed his doctorate degree 
rom the University of Missouri. ; 
cee was an ordained Baptist 
"minister. He had been the assistant 


15 pastor of the Larchmont Baptisi pen 


in Norfolk. Va. 
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He had completed three. years of 
counseling psychology internship — two 
years (1970-72) at the University of 
Missouri and one year at Ohio | 
University’s Center for Psychological | 


. Services (1972-73). 


` He had also held research assistant 
and teaching assistant positions for two 
years (1968-70) at the University of 
Missouri. 

During the summer of 1974, he had 
been an assistant professor of counselor 
education at Central Missouri State 
University. For the first six months of 
1974, he was a teacher in a federally 
funded Head Start Program of the 
Human Development Corporation. 


He is survived by his parents, Mr. and 
William J. Carson Sr. of 
Winston-Salem. 

The body was taken to Cross Funeral 
Home in Terre Haute. It is to be 
transferred to the Hayworth-Miller 
Funeral Home in Winston-Salem for 
Saturday services. Burial is to be in 
‘Forsyth Memorial Park in 
! Winston-Salem. 
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Friday, found Marsha Gayle 
Guingrich not guilty of first 
degree murder by reason of 
temporary insanity in 
connection with the fatal 
shooting of an Indiana State 
University counseling 
psychologist. 

Judge McCrory has scheduled 
commitment proceedings | for 
the former 19-year-old ISU coed 


| at. .1:30. p.m., Monday in his 


—— 


courtroom. 
Miss Guingrich was arrested 
by police last Dec. 3, after she 


| shot Dr. William J. Carson in 
|. the: university counseling | 
| center: 


Judge McCrory handed down | 


| the verdict shortly before 5p.m. 


Friday in: Vigo Superior Court 


: Division III after he heard three 


days of testimony in the court 
trial. The verdict is interpreted 
to mean the defendant is guilty 
of the act but that she was not 
responsible for the act because 
of her mental condition. 

‘The commitment hearing is to 
determine’ whether or not 


: Guingrich will he committed to 


the: Indiana’ Department 2 
Mental Health. 


Robert F. Hellman and 


| William G. Smock of the Public 
| Defender’s Office represented 
' Guingrich during the trial. 


Deputy Prosecutor Daniel L. 
Weber presented the_ state's 


' case. A total of 17 witnesses 


offered ‘testimony, including 
three other ISU staff 
counselors. 

Testimony indicated that Dr. 
William J. Carson Jr., 34, who 
was fatally wounded in the 
shooting, was not Guingrich’s 
target. Michele Rubino, also a 
Staff psychologist at ISU, said 
she believes Guingrich intended 
to kill her when Guingrich came 
to the, Counseling Center and 
drew a pistol. 

Dr. Carson apparently 
stepped into’ the path of the 
bullet as Guingrich fired as 
gun at Rubino. 

Judge McCrory iaer 
Guingrich: to. be „held without 


r 


‘Monday’ s heari 


_ bond at. Kathe Hamilton 
Mental ica Center py 
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| The first ama murder trial 
of former indiana State 
University coed Marsha Gayle 
Guingrich. 19. of Lagro: Ind: 
began Wednesday 
The case was assigned to Vigo 
Superior Court Division 3, and 
special Judge Charles K 
McCrory of Division 2 will 
preside — 
! Guingrich is charged in the 
| Dec 3 shooting death of Dr 
f William J Carson Jr. 34, an 
' ISU counseling psychologist. at 
the campus health center 
She has entered pleas of not 

guilty and not guilty by reason 
of temporary insainty at the 
time of the incident Earlier she 
had waived her right to a trial 
by jury Representing the 
defendant are public defenders 
Robert F Hellman and William 
Smock 

Deputy prosecutor Daniel L. 
Weber is appearing for the 
istate. É 


| Tri al of ISU Coed 
| cae Under Way 


mmunity Atta irs. File 


Tne, court trial had been 
scheduled to begin Tuesday, but 
a final psychiatric report had 
not -been completed. Last 
Friday both state and defense 
moved for a continuance and 
Tuesday withdrew these 
motions. i 

The trial will be held in Judge 
McCrory’s courtroom. 

Defendant Guingrich has 
been held at Katherine 
Hamilton Mental Health Center 
without bond since the shooting 
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Protesting the release. of Marsha 
Guingrich by the Indiana Department of 
Mental Mealth are the parents of the 
man’ she was charged with killing last 
December. á 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Carter Sr., in 

_ a letter to the editor of The TRIBUNE, 
stated their objection to the reported 
release June 15 of Marsha Gayle 
Guingrich from LaRue Carter Hospital 
at Indianapolis, little more than three 
months after she was committed at the 
close of the trial which found her not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

Psychiatrists at the trial reportedly 
testified that she would require long- 
term treatment and special attention of 
at least a year’s duration. 

She had been charged in the shooting 
death Dec. 3, 1975, of Dr. William J. 
Carson Jr., a counseling psychologist at 
Indiana State University. The shooting 
occurred in the ISU Student Counseling 


of 
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‘Cenfer where she reportedly A Soe Foy Communi 
culty “ and one week after being committed and 


armed în search of another. 
member. Carson was shot as he entered 


the room. i 


Guingrich Protested | 
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ar disturbed that this can happen in an 
American city. 


Trial was conducted this Spring: in re “Several things seem perfectly 


Vigo Superior Court Division II by” 
Judge Charles K. McCrory who ought 


the finding at the end of the week-long’ ` 


trial and ordered the committment with 
the stipulation that the court was to be 
notified of any change in the patient’s 
status and when her discharge was being 
contemplated. No notice was. reported 
received by the court) prior to her, dis- 
charge. 

The Carsons’ letter to the Yaitor 
follows: 

“We are the parents of Dr. William J. 
Carson Jr., a counseling psychologist at 
Indiana State University, who was 
murdered by Marsha Guingrich on Dec. 
3, 1975. 

“We were appalled by the news that 


Library 


evident; one, the taking of a life comes 
E hean This must be the shortest term 
ever served. . and it conflicts with the 
testimony in court concerning the re- 
quirement of long term treatment (for 
Miss Guingrich.) 

“Since we are not residents of Terre 
Haute, we must depend on the principals 
in theřcase ‘and you good law-abiding 
citizens that this not be allowed to stand. 

“Dear editor and friends of Terre 
Haute, please heip us to see that this is 
not allowed. It may be one of your loved- 
ones next. > 

“May God bless you in your efforts.” 

The letter is signed: ‘‘The bereaved“ 
parents of our only son, Mr. and Mrs 
William J: Carson Sr.” 
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By JOE BOLAND ts 
‘ ‘Star Staff Writer ’ 

Further developments’ are” expected 
early next week in the case of Marsha 
Gayle Guingrich who was released from 
LaRue Carter Memorial Hospital at In- 
dianapolis in June after she had served 
only four months: of an indefinite com- 
mitment for murder. 

Vigo County,Prosecutor Michael H. 
Kearns said: Friday. his’ staff is 
researching the case and he will have an 
announcement possibly Tuesday. Kearns 
said earlier there is a possibility'the In- 
diana Department, of Mental Health may 
be cited for contempt of court. 

‘Guingri¢h was released from. the 
hospital Junesl5,;cbut it was not known 
here for several,days. The release was in 


defiance of Vigo Superior Court Judge. 


Charles ~K. McCrory/s. commitment 
order which specified the court was to be 
notified of any. change. in Guingrich’s 
patient status....... h 

Judge McCrory revealed Thursday he 
finally received official notification of 
Guingrich’s release this week» He said 
he has no present ‘plans to initiate con- 


tempt proceedings against the Mental” 


Health Department, but he did not rule 
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out the possibility of stich ‘action in the 
future. 

“The Prosecutor's Office still’has the 
matterunder research,’ pares McCrory 
said. 

M@uingrich was drestéd last Dec. 3 
after she shot and! fatally. wound Dr. 
William J. Carson Jr...34,a‘counseling 
psychologist at Indiana State University. 
The shooting took place gn the ISU 
Counseling Center. © | 

“After a week-long’ triat Sioi Judge 
McCrory, who sat as special judge in the 
case, Guingrich was found to have com- 


mitted the act, but.she was declared not 


guilty of first degree murder by reason 
of insanity,. Three psychiatrists testified 
at the trial that Guingrich was in need of 


_ “long-term, highly sophisticated psy- 
chiatric treatment” that would take at 


least a year. 
Judge McCrory said he ordered the | 


“commitment,.on the basis of tha 


testimony. “I am amazed, at her release | 
and, quite frankly, T would like ‘more | 
information" 

The letter from the hospital can be i in- 
terpreted as'saying, “She was cured by . 
the time she got to the hospital,” Judge | 


McCrory said. "‘T'think it’s ridiculous.” 


“Right now I'm just not sure where to. 
go on it.” he said ' l 


a 


Vigo County Publle Library 
Community Affairs Fite 
REF ERE ENCE 

ATE 


| 


By HOWARD STEVENS 
Tribune State Editor 


MARSHALL, Ind. — Time is run- 
ning out ona $10, 000 reward offer for 
information concerning the Feb. 22, 
1978 disappearance and death of beau- 
ty pageant winner Pixie Hale 
Grismore. The offer was advanced by 
her husband, David Grismore, Cor- 
ydon. Iowa, but expires March 31, 
1980. 

Mrs. Grismore’s body was later 
found stuffed in the trunk of her car 
at Whitehall, Ohio. She had been 
strangled and left in the car for 
weeks, authorities say. 


The cash reward offer also asks for 
information concerning the where-a- 
bouts of personal property known to 


be in Pixie’s possession at the time of 
her disappearance. The newspaper ad 
announcing the reward insists that 
“this offer expires March 31, 1980. If 
you have information, let’s 
negotiate,” the ad continues. 


Listed in the advertisement are the 
names and addresses plus telephone 
numbers of the husband, Martin Rig- 
gin, FBI and Loyd Heck, Indiana 
State Police. Contacted at his office, 
Riggin admitted that lawmen have 
received little new information on the 
murder. 


“We have talked to a lot of people, 
but nothing of any value has surfaced 
at this time. We are hoping for some 
break in the case,” he said. 

Missing from the victim’s car were 


Cait. PS ee 
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$ 10,000 cash reward 

posted for information 


on Pixie Hale Grismore 


paintings she had drawn, an antique 
clock and other collectables. The 
car’s keys and license plate are also 
missing. 

Fingerprints found in the car have 
been sent to the FBI laboratories in 
Washington in an effort to identify the 
killer. Police Chief Paul Jackson of 
Whitehall said a rope similar to a 
clothesline was knotted around the 
petite mother’s neck. The gruesome 
discovery of her body marked the end 
of a 10-week search for the extremely 
talented young woman. 

Pixie and Grismore married Feb. 
10 in Iowa and she had returned to her 
Parke County home to pack her 
belongings and rejoin him in Iowa. 
She had divorced Robert Hale of 
Marshall earlier. 


While she lived in Parke County, 
Pixie worked at the Turkey Run State 
Park pool as a lifeguard. One of her 
many paintings of covered bridges 
adornes the door of a refrigerator at 
the building housing the pool. 


She was also a talented actress and 
frequently appeared in plays staged 
by the Parke County Players, a coun- 
ty theatrical group that entertains 
during the Covered Bridge and Maple 
Fair events. 


At one point, a clairvoyant was 
brought in on the case in an attempt 
to find the body, but the information 
provided did not help locate the miss- 
ing woman. Authorities are hopeful 
the reward will help in solving the 
baffling case. 
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CONSTANT REMINDER. This sign at U.S. 41 and State Road 47isa Daughter quartet and was active in Parke Players, the county’s 
constant reminder of Pixie Hale Grismore who disappeared two amateur theatrical group. While the murder case is still open, .in- — 
years ago this week and was later found murdered. Mrs. Grismore vestigators have come to a standstill, hoping that someday a clue 
painted the sign (Inset shows signature). In addition to her artistic will come their way to lead to the killer's identification. 45 i 
talents, the 26-year-old woman sang as part of The Farmer's map baa af 
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Still Searching For The Killer Of Pixie Hale Grismore 


Even though it will be two 
years ago Friday, February 22, 
1978, that Pixie Hale Grismore 
was reported missing, area law 
enforcement agencies have not 
given up hope that they will 
eventually find her peet, bductor and 


killet. Fru ki G 
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PIXIE HALE GRISMORE 


The 26-year-old Mrs. Grismore 
disappeared without a trace from 


her rural Marshall home. Her 
partially decomposed body was 
found in the trunk of her car in a 
motel parking lot outside Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 

Martin Riggins, assigned to the 
Terre Haute office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, says 
there have been no new 
developments in the case. But he 
said the case is still quite active 
and although every remote lead 
is followed up, it might be a 


situation where they ‘ ‘just hope 
somebody will give us some type 
of information.” Riggen said 
objects known to be in Mrs. 
Grismore’s car have not been 
recovered nor have the license 
plates or the car keys. He said 
even though it has been two 
years, some of those objects 
might yet appear. 

The FBI, Indiana State Police 
and Parke County Sheriff's 
Department are all still actively 
working on the case. 

David Grismore of Corydon, 
lowa,. husband of the slain 
woman, has offered a new reward 
of up to $10,000 for information 
concerning his wife's disappear- 
ance and death or concerning the 
whereabouts of personal property 
known to be in her possession. 
Details of the reward, which 
expires March 31, are listed in a 
paid advertisement elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Mrs. Grismore, nicknamed 
Pixie, came to Parke County from 
lowa after marrying Bob Hale, a 
farmer in the Marshall area. The 
couple had: two boys and were 
divorced in October of 1977. In 
February of 1978, just days before 
her disappearance, she married 
David Grismore. 

The victim was living alone at 
the farm house at the time and 
planned to move to lowa to join 
her new husband the day she dis- 
appeared. Her car was packed 
with personal effects ready for the 
trip and a moving van was 
scheduled to arrive that morning. 

The night of February 21, Mrs. 


Grismore and two female friends 
went to Terre Haute in her 1973 
Thunderbird for a going away 


-party. After dinner they went to a 


movie and then to Bo Disco, a 
night spot in Terre Haute. They 
left the nightclub about 12:30 
a.m. and Mrs. Grismore brought 
one friend back to Rockville and 
took the other to Marshall. That 
was the last time she was seen 


alive, other than by her killer. 


DISCOVERED MISSING 

Mr. Grismore tried to call his 
wife from lowa the morning of 
February 22 but received no 
answer after several attempts. 
One of the girl friends also tried 
to call since she had promised she 
would awaken Mrs. Grismore at 8 
a.m. The friend went to the house 
and discovered Mrs. Grismore 
and her car missing. 

After fruitless attempts to 
locate her among friends, the 
Parke County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment was called. Sheriff deputies 
found no apparent signs of 
violence at the house and Mrs. 
Grismore’s purse was there, 
containing money, credit cards 
and cigarettes. 


It is still not known if Mrs. 
Grismore actually slept at the 
house that night. The bed cover 
and spread were found thrown up 
over the pillows rather than fully 
made-up although the bed had 
been completely made up the 
previous day. The pillow was 
rumpled. But a long narrow 
mirror the victim had intended to 
take to lowa was on one side of 


the bed undisturbed. 

The black jumpsuit and under- 
wear Mrs. Grismore had worn to 
Terre Haute the night before was 
found. It was later determined 
that a pair of jeans and the top 
she planned to wear to lowa were 
in the washer. 

A small deposit of a foreign 
substance was found on the bed, 
along with a very faint footprint. 
Detectives said it was the type of 
print that could be made by 
stepping on the sheet or resting a 
shoe on the bed, but not of 
someone standing on the bed. 

Ground conditions at the time 
made it impossible to denote any 
strange tire tracks and- the 
moving van also destroyed any 
possible clues when it pulled into 
the drive. 

IT WAS MURDER 

On Wednesday, May 3, police 
in Whitehall, Ohio were called to 
the Holiday Inn East by the motel 
manager to dispose of a car he 
said had been on the lot for nearly 
two months. Officers who arrived 
on the scene noticed an odor 
when they approached the car, a 
1973 two-door Thunderbird. The 
plates had been removed. Police, 
suspecting foul play, towed the 
car to the police garage. 

Breaking into the trunk, police 
found the body of a young woman 
laid out full length. From dental 
and physical records it was 
determined that the victim was 
Mrs. Grismore. 

Whitehall is completely sur- 


(Continued On Page Three) 
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xe Mrs. Grismore 
` (Continued From Page One) 

rounded by Columbus, although 
it remains a separate city of about 
28,000. The Holiday Inn is located 


off Broad Street, a main 
thoroughfare of Columbus, and 
within walking distance of the 
Columbus airport. 

The upper part of the woman's 
body was covered with a waist- 
length yellow rain jacket, thrown 


ooo 


loosely over the upper 
Around the bottom half of the 
body was a pink blanket with a 
satin trim, tucked in around the 
figure. Although the body was 
clothed in flare bottom jeans and 
a loose-knit sweater, she wore no 
shoes. The sweater had been 
pulied up around the neck on one 
side, one arm completely out and 
the other in. The jeans were 
unzipped and she wore no under- 
clothing. 

The victim’s face had been 


covered with three towels. Two | 


were folded and lay over the face 
and the third covered the entire 
head. 

A piece of clothesline-like rope 
was found around her neck, the 
knot at the adams apple. Police 
said the knot was unusual, one 
often used in breaking of horses. 
The Franklin County coroner 
ruled Mrs. Grismore died of 
strangulation. Because the body 
was partially decomposed, it was 
not possible to tell if she had been 
sexually molested. Police theorize 
that she was, because of the 
position of the clothing. 

Some investigators theorized 
that the towels held some type of 
sedation solution, to render her 
unconscious before she was 
strangled. 

Although it is known that the 
trunk of her car and the backseat 
were full of personal effects, none 
were in the car when it was found 
in Ohio. Besides the body, police 
found in the trunk a pair of 
jumper cables, two empty beer 
cans and a hand lantern. There 
was also a white plastic tub with 
poultry grit in it, which she was 
taking to her husband, who farms 
in lowa. 

Although a motel room key was 
found near the vehicle, about six 
feet away, it was never actually 
tied in to the murder case. 

Mrs. Grismore had her car ser- 
viced in Rockville on February 17, 
five days before her disap- 
pearance. When found in Ohio 
the speedometer read 667 miles 
since the servicing. 
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It is still not known exacuy 
when Mrs. Grismore was killed, 
whether she was inurdered at the 
house and the body removed or 
was killed after the abduction. It 
is also not known how the person 
got to the house that night since 
he or she apparently left in the 
Thunderbird. Many feel a second 
person had to be involved, to get 
the killer to the house and who 
then removed that car from the 
scene. 

Many investigators feel now it 
will be by “accident” if the case 
will be solved. They hope that a 
person, perhaps arrested for 
something else might confess, or 
that’a person in jail might confide 
that they committed the crime. 
There is a slight hope that the 
murderer might just come 
forward because of a bad 
conscience, or may die and leave 
a clue behind. They also hope 
someone may hear something to 
connect a person to the case and 
deliver that information to the 
police. 

Whoever the killer is, he still 
can’t rest or let down his guard. If 
he does, there are law enforce- 
ment agents in Indiana who are 
just waiting for that moment. The 
killer of Pixie Grismore will 
always be on the run. 


Kokomo Man 


In Grismore 


KOKOMO, Ind. (Special)—A 
Kokomo man who has been 
accused of strangling an 18- 
year old girl is being questioned 
by police in the abduction and 
strangling of “Pixie” Hale 
Grismore, the Parke County 
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woman who disappeared from 
her rural Marshall home in 
February and whose decom- 
posed body was later found in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Robert Avery, Kokomo, was 
arrested July 2 at his home and 


charged with the strangling 
murder of 18-year-old Mandy 
Lewellen. He is being held in 
the Howard County jail where 
police have been seeking in- 
formation from him in the 
Grismore case. 

Miss Lewellen’s nude, de- 
composed body was found last 
week in a secluded area about 
five miles northwest of 
Kokomo. She had been 
strangled with her panties, 
which were still knotted around 
her neck when the body was 
found. 

Miss Grismore was strangled 
with a clothesline type rope, 
with a knot often used to con- 
trol horses. Her underwear was 
missing and her sweater was 
pulled up around her shoulders 
and her jeans were unzipped. 
When found, her body was bad- 
ly decomposed. 

Miss Lewellen was last seen 
June 17 at a Kokomo radio 
station where she had gone to 
visit a disc jockey. According 
to reports, she did not see the 
man at the station, but left in 
an auto with another man. The 
Police believe this man was 
Avery, so they are holding him. 

The victim was strangled af- 
ter her hands had been tied 
behind her back with a swim 
suit suit top she was wearing. 
Avery and Miss Lewellen had 
become acquainted after she 
Moved from Lafayette to 
Kokomo. 

Avery, who was reared in 
Kokomo, lives with his mother 
and father and is described as 
being about five feet, ten inches 
tall and weighing about 210 
pounds. 

At the time of the Lewellen 
murder, Avery was free on 
bond from a rape charge. He 
had entered a guilty plea in the 
confinement and rape case of a 
Kokomo girl as part of an 
agreement with the Howard 
County prosecutor. He was out 
of jail on bond awaiting senten- 
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cing when Miss Lewellen was 
killed. 

Miss Lewellen is the fourth 
Hoosier woman to be strangled 
to death in the past year. 

Lynn Rudolph, Kokomo po- 
lice inspector, said possible 
connections between the other 
three stranglings will be 
checked with facts from the 
Lewellen murder. _ 
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NOT UNIQUE AFTER ALL. Investigators of the 
Mary Beth “Pixie” Grismore case were at first 
mystified by the knotted rope which was used to 
strangle the Parke County woman, whose body 
was found in the trunk of her car in Whitehall, 
Ohio. The rope arrangement used in the murder 
(illustrated above) is apparently one common to 
farmers and is frequently used to control unruly 
horses. For illustration purposes, the knot is 
shown in a loose form but was found tightly tied at 
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Mrs. Grismore’s throat. The large loop left (on 
the left) is what at first confused police. There 
have been no new leads announced in the case but 
the force of FBI agents in Parke County was 
increased to 15 last week, including two from the 
Columbus, Ohio office. Mrs. Grismore disap- 
peared from her .rural Marshall home on 
February 22. Her body was found in the trunk of 
her car on May 3 at a Holiday Inn at Whitehall, a 
suburb of Columbus. 
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Memorial Held For. Murder Victim 


As police continued to search 
for the killer of Mary Beth 
“Pixie” Grigmore, her friends in 
Parke County gathered Saturday, 
May 6, for a memorial service. 

Marshall Federated Church 
was packed with about 200 people 
for the service, which lasted 30 
minutes. In the audience were 
Mrs. Grismore’s husband, David, 
along with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Hellyer of Corydon, 
Iowa. Also there was her first 
husband, Bob Hale of Marshall, 
his brother J.B. and wife and 
children and his mother, Mrs. 
Betty Hale. The dead woman’s 
two sisters, Debbie of Iowa and 
Angela Snodgrass of Marshall 
were also in the audience. Mrs. 
Grismore’s two young sons were 
not present. 

The minister of the church, 
Rev. Fred Stewart, read scripture 
from Isaiah which contains the 
words ‘‘Comfort, comfort my 
people’ and concludes with 
“Fear not, I will help you.” In his 
remarks, Rev. Stewart said the 
death of Mrs. Grismore ‘‘raised 
difficult problems for her family 
and friends” and said ‘‘we have 
to live in our present world and 
we must pick up and go on.” The 
minister used scripture from St. 
Paul which says ‘‘We see through 
the glass darkly now but soon all 
will be clear.” Rev. Stewart also 
preached the sermon for four 
other Parke County murder 
victims, the boys of the Keith 
Spencer family, in February of 
1977. 

Using a tribute written by an 
uncle of the murder victim, Rev. 
Stewart read “She was witty, 
beautiful and a delight to know, 
warming both hands before the 
fire of life and loving nature. And 
as in nature, nothing dies but 
merely changes into new forms of 
life.” 

Jim Jerome of Rockville read 
six tributes to Mrs. Grismore 
written by friends. They were 
both prose and poetry and written 
by Jerry and Beverly Chaplain, 
Dottie Hoover, Roger Campbell, 
Judy Snowden and Eva Zellmer. 
The tributes pointed out good 
qualities of Mrs. Grismore in the 


included thought AE en Stons 
and memories of the woman. 

Rev. Stewart also read a 
moving remembrance of the 
victim written by her sister 
Angela. 

Songs at the service were sung 
by the three remaining members 
of The Farmers Daughters, a 
female barbershop quartet of 
which Mrs. Grismore had been a 
member. The remaining singers 
include Wilma Wooten, Carol 
Milligan and Carol Wasson. 
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ra by singing ‘‘Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow.’’ Miss Asbury 
was a protege of Mrs. Grismoré 
and had been coached by her for 
various solo competitions. 

Mrs. Grismore was not a 
member of Marshall Federated 
Church, but attended services 
there. She also played piano at 
the church and taught Sunday 
School. She had played piano for 
the service the Sunday before she 

(Continued On Page Three) 


‘Pixie Was County’s Eighth Murder Victim 


various aspects-of her life and 
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disappeared. 

Mrs. Grismore had moved to 
Parkey County from lowa after 
she married Bob Hale, a farmer in 
the Marshall area. The couple 
had two children, John Callan, 
three, and Michael Benjamin, 
two. The Hales were divorced in 
October of 1977. In February of 
this year she married her 
childhood friend, David Gris- 
more. She was living alone at the 
two story brick farmhouse off 
U.S. 47, but was to move to lowa 
the day she disappeared. 

Mrs. Grismore was active in 
Democrat politics, serving on the 
campaigns. of several con- 
gressional candidates. She was 
also Parke County coordinator to 
U.S. Senator Birch Bayh. She 
worked with Gold Teens, a youth 
organization sponsored by the 
Parke County Mental Health 
Association. 

A runner-up in the Miss lowa 
pageant in 1969, Mrs. Grismore 
was well known for her acting, 
singing and dancing ability in 
various theatrical productions in 
Parke County. She was named 
“Actress of the Year” by Parke 
Players in 1977. She sang solos at 
various religious and community 

events as well as participating 
with the barbershop quartet 
which she helped form. Prior to 
preparing to move to lowa, she 
had been employed as an 
advertising salesman for a 
free-circulation newspaper head- 
quartered in Montgomery 
County. 

A memorial service is being 
planned for this week at her 
parent’s hometown of Corydon, 
Towa. It is not known when Ohio 
police will release the remains of 
the victim. According to reports, 


the body will be cremated in 
lowa. 
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By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 


WHITEHALL, Ohio = Indiana and 
Ohio law authorities were to announce 
Thursday afternoon the identity of a 
body found in the trunk of a car owned 
by Mary Beth “Pixie” Hale Grismore— 
the Parke County woman missing since 
Feb, 22. 

Indiana State Police Det. Loyd Heck, 
contacted in Whitehall, a Columbus sub- 
urb where the car was found, told The 
TRIBUNE a dental specialist was to 
attempt to identify the body. It’s condi- 
tion prevented positive identification 
and officials could not even determine 
the body’s sex. 

Whitehall police discovered the car in 
a Holiday Inn East parking lot just off 
Interstate 70 Wednesday. The motel 
operator said the car had been there at 
least 30 days and the license plate was 
missing. 

Heck, who has directed the investiga- 
tion into Mrs. Grismore’s disap- 
pearance, traveled to Whitehall Wednes- 
day afternoon to aid in the identification 
effort. 

The search began for the 26-year-old 
former Iowa beauty pageant winner 
Feb. 22 after she had been in Terre 
Haute for a farewell party. 

Mrs. Grismore had remarried Feb. 10 
and was to leave for Iowa and her new 
home after packing and arranging for 
furniture to be moved. 

The movers came the next day but 
found no Mrs. Grismore. Her two chil- 
dren were with ex-husband Robert Hale 
so she had been alone at the country 
Marsal! home. 

Though cigarettes, prescription medi- 
cine and her wallet were found, Mrs. 
Grismore and the 1973 blue Thunderbird 
found in Ohio Wednesday were gone. 

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Hellyer of Corydon, Iowa offered a 
$5.000 reward for information leading to 
the discovery of their.daughter and even 
hired a psychic to help. 

That woman, Greta Alexander, who 
contend§ she picked up psychic powers 
from electrical shocks, told police she 
believed Mrs. Grismore was killed. 

She further said Mrs. Grismore’s body 
could be found in Turkey Run State Park 
and that prompted 4: park-wide search 

that resulted in failire. 
k Mrs. Alexander also said the Thunder- 
bird would be found, but not in the 
: Marshall area. 

Investigators said Thursday morning 
ithat they have few leads beyond the 
|discovery of the car 
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After ten weeks of speculation, 
the fate of Mary Beth ‘‘Pixie”’ 
Grismore finally became known 
Wednesday, May 3, when her 
body was found in the trunk of her 
car at a motel in Columbus, Ohio. 
The 26-year-old Parke County 
woniamcantshed from her tural 
Marshall homé on Wednesday, 
February 22. 

Police at Whitehall, Ohio were 
called to the Holiday Inn East by 
the motel manager the morning of 
February 22 to dispose of a car 
the manager said had been on the 
lot for nearly two months. The car 
was a metallic blue, vinyl-topped, 
1973 two-door Thunderbird. 
There were no plates on the auto 
when reported by the motel 
manager. 

Officer William Evans arrived 
at the scene and when he 
approached the auto, said he 
immediately noticed a ‘‘distinct 


odor.” Lt. James Stacey joined , 


the officer and, suspecting foul 
play, the car was towed to the 
Whitehall police garage. 
Whitehall is completely sur- 
rounded by Columbus, although 
It ‘remains a separate incor- 
porated city of about 28,000. The 
Holiday Inn is located off Broad 
Street, a main thoroughfare of 
Columbus, next to the Columbus 
Country Club and within walking 
distance of the Columbus airport. 
Nearly 75 percent of the motel’s 
rooms are booked by airlines for 
its personnel, 

At the Whitehall police garage, 
the lock on the Thunderbird’s 
trunk was punched out and inside 
was found the body of a young 
woman, laid full length. Police 
matched the vehicle identification 
number through a computer to 
the car missing along with Mrs. 
Grismore. They informed Parke 
County Sheriff's Department of 
the discovery about 11:20 a.m. 
that day. 

State Police Detective Loyd 
Heck and Chief Deputy Gary 
Winn of the Parke County 
Sheriff's Department left the 
county at 2:30 p.m. for Columbus 
from Hulman Field in Terre 
Haute aboard a State Police 
airplane. 


S8178 


The body of the young woman 
was later definitely identified as 
Mrs. Grismore from dental and 
doctor records. The dental 
records of a Dr. Anshutz, a Terre 
Haute dentist, were used to 
identify the body. Dental records 
of Dr. Jack Knight of Rockville 
were also submitted to Whitehall 
authorities. The medical records 
of Mrs. Grismore from the office 
of Dr. Daniel Dwyer, Rockville, 
were also used to identify the 
body. Mrs. Grismore had gall 
bladder surgery in 1971 and the 
scar was also an identifying mark. 

The upper part of the body was 
wrapped in a waist length yellow 
rain jacket with black snaps, 
thrown loosely over the upper 
torso. Around the bottom half of 
the body was a pink blanket with 
a satin trim, tucked in around the 
figure. 

Mrs. Grismore’s. body , was 
clothed, although she wore ‘no 
shoes. She wore flare bottom blue” 


jeans which were completely , 


unzipped. She was also wearing a: 
loose knit cream colored sweater. 
The sweater was pulled- up 
around her neck. The left arm was 
in the sleeve but the sweater had 
been pulled up to reveal, her 
entire chest with the exception of 
her left breast. The left arm was 
not encased in the sweater. The 
clothing is thought to have 
belonged to the dead woman. 

There was no underwear on the 
body, neither panties nor bra. 

Her face had been covered with 
three towels. Two of the 
towels were folded and lay over 
her face. The third, a multi- 
colored towel, covered the entire 
head. ` 

A piece of clothesline-type rope 
was found around her neck. There 
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was a knot at the addms apple, 
with a large loop beyond the knot 
to the left side of the face. Each of 
the two loose ends of the rope also 
contained a knot. Police are 
checking other departments to 
see if the uniqueness of the knots 
were similar to ` any other 
strangulation case. 

Franklin County Coroner Wil- 
liam Adrion ruled that Mrs. 
Grismore died of strangulation. 
X-rays were taken to discover if 
any bullets had been fired into the 
body but the tests proved 
negative. 

Some officers have theorized 
that the woman was possibly 
sedated, explaining the purpose 
of the folded» towels, before she 
was strangled. Toxiology tests are 
still being conducted at Cotymbus 
to. discover if-any chemicals”are 
present in the body. Where the 
towels actually came from has not 
been determined. 

The state of the body 
apparently has made it impos- 
sible to discover if the woman was 
sexually. assaulted, . although 
police believe that by the position 
of the clothing that she was. 

Although friends reported that 
the trunk of the Thunderbird and 
entire back seat were loaded with 
personal possessions of Mrs. 
Grismore, none of these were in 
the car when it was discovered at 
the Holiday Inn. Friends said she 
had packed the car with china, 
personal’ possessions, “artwork 
and antiques in preparation for a 
move to lowa to join her new 
husband the day ‘she disap- 
peared. Besides the body in the 
trunk, police found a pair of 
jumper cables, a hand lantern and 
a white plastic tub with two bags 
of poultry grit in it. Mrs. 
Grismore was reportedly taking 
the grit to her husband, David 
Grismore, in lowa where he is a 


farmer. 


_Also found in the car were two 
empty bottles of beer, a Millezs 
and a Michelob. According to 
reports, a key to a motel room at 
the Holiday Inn was found about 
six feet behind the car as it was 


_ parked in the lot. 


Police have reportedly dis- 
covered fingerprints on one of the 
beer bottles and on the rearview 
mirror. Fingerprints of anyone 
having access to the car are being 
matched with the discovered 
prints to see if the killer might 
have left his prints. Those prints 
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are being analyzed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Police have also checked all 
guests registering at the motel 
from February 22 on as well as 
airline passenger lists for that 
same period. 

Coroner Adrion reported that 
the body was partially mummified 
and the head, arms and upper 
torso were blackened. Although 
the body had begun to 
decompose, it was still a 
recognizable human female. 

Officials said the normal 
decomposure process was pro- 
bably retarded by the severe 
winter weather which had frozen 
the body at one time plus the fact 
that it was covered and the trunk 
of the car was in an area shaded 
by trees in the motel parking lot. 

Authorities have discovered 
that the Thunderbird was 
serviced at Parke County Farm 
Bureau on February 17, five days 
before the disappearance. The 
sticker placed in the car at the 
time of servicing showed mileage 
of 58,695. The car, when dis- 
covered at the Holiday Inn, had 
59,362 miles registered, a 
difference of 667 miles. 


Mrs. Grismore’s body also 
wore earrings, small hearts on the 
end of a gold chain plus a 
necklace on a chain around her 
throat. The presence of jewelry on 
the body led police to theorize 
that perhaps she had not actually 
gone to bed before being 
abducted the night of February 
22. It was the same jewelry she 
had worn to Terre Haute earlier in 
the evening to a going away party 
with two girl friends. However 
the clothes she had worn that 
night were found on the end of 
the bed at her home, along with 
her coat and boots. 

Police are also puzzled by the 
fact that there was no evidence of 
a struggle within ‘the woman’s 
home near Marshall nor in the 
car. 

‘While investigators admit that 
they do not have ‘‘a lot of clues” 
they say they are better off than 
they have been the past ten 
weeks. Up until the discovery of 
the body, the case was officially 
treated as a missing person since 
there was mo evidence of foul 
play. 

Police are now re-interviewing 
all those connected with Mrs. 
Grismore to try to find some 
connection to the Columbus, Ohio 
area. They are also contacting 
employees and guests at the 
Holiday Inn to find someone who 
might have noticed the car’s 
arrival. The FBI has been called 
in because the abduction incident 
crossed state lines. There are no 
suspects in the case, but police 
are riot ruling out any possibility - 
either a local person or a 
transient, friend or stranger to 


the dead woman. 


Investigators are seeking the 
location of the missing car license 
plate and also are looking for the 
items known to have been in the 
car the night of February 21. 

Ironically, the Holiday Inn was 
the scene of Whitehall’s last 
unsolved murder. A 68-year-old 
woman was killed in her room at 


the motel about two years ago. 
She was a permanent guest at the 
facility. 

Mrs. 


Grismore is Parke 


ı County’s eighth murder victim | 


since January of 1976. 

Police said Mrs. Grismore and 
two girl friends, one from 
Rockville and one from Marshali, 
went to Terre Haute on February 
21 for a going away party. Mrs. 
Grismore was to drive the 
Thunderbird to Iowa to join her 
husband of ten days the next 
morning. It was the second 
marriage for both. 

The three women had dinner in 
Terre Haute and then went to a 
movie. The movie was ‘‘Looking 
For Mr. Goodbar,’’ a story in 
which the female lead is 


murdered. The trio then went to | 


Bo Disco, a night spot in Terre 
Haute, and stayed until about 
12:30 a.m. 

Mrs. Grismore brought the one 
friend back to Rockville and took 
the other to Marshal! and then 
went home. It was the last time 
she was seen alive locally. 

Mr. Grismore tried to call his 

wife from Iowa the morning of the 
February 22 but received no 
answer after several attempts. 
‘One of the girl friends also tried 
to call, since she had promised to 
call to awaken Mrs. Grismore at 8 
a.m. that morning. The friend 
then went to the house and 
discovered Mrs. Grismore miss- 
ing, along with the car. Attempts 
to locate her at friends homes 
were futile. Thinking she might 
have gone to escort the movers to 
the isolated farm home, the friend 
waited.» But the mover arrived, 
alone. The Parke County Sheriff's 
Department was then called. 

For ten weeks police and 
volunteers had searched Parke 
County looking for the car and the 
woman. At one point the family 
called in a pyschic to try to 
discover her whereabouts. A 
$5,000 reward was offered for 
information leading to her where- 
abouts along with another $1,000 
for information about the car. 

Found at the house was the 
dead woman's purse containing 
all her money and credit cards. At 
first, friends and»relatives said all 
her clothes were also at the 
house. The bed was loosely made, 
but investigators were unable to 
tell if it had actually been slept in 
OF not. 
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A small, but concentrated 
search of Turkey Run Park for a 
missing Parke County woman 
over the weekend failed to turn up 
any results. Parke County Sheriff 
Department personnel and park 
employees searched in likely 
places in the park where a body 
might have been hidden. 

Still missing is Mary Beth 
“Pixie” Grismore, who mys- 
teriously disappeared from her 
rural Marshall home on February 
22. Also gone without a trace is 
her 1973 Thunderbird. 

A major search of the park 
area, involving a large number of 
volunteers, has not yet been 
conducted. 

Authorities have concentrated 
their efforts in the park after the 
woman’s family brought in a 
psychic who said she felt Mrs. 
Grismore had met with foul play 
and the body had been hidden in 
the state park area. 


The psychic, Mrs. Greta 
Alexander of Delaven, Illinois, 
was called into the case Saturday, 
April 1, by Mrs. Grismore’s 
family. She was flown into the 
Crawfordsville airport and 
brought to Parke County by car, 
her first trip to the area. 

According to reliable reports, 
Mrs. Alexander told the family 
several things about the missing 
woman which they said she could 
not have known through normal 
methods. ‘n one instance she said 
Mrs. Grisrnore had three children 
and wondered where the third 
one was. She was then told that 
there had been a stillborn infant, 
a fact known only to close family 
members. 

When passing by the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes Camp 
near Marshall, Mrs. Alexander 
said she “saw” Mrs. Grismore 
there. and she was happy. 
Apparently Mrs. Grismore was at 
the camp, at some “type of 
meeting last summer and friends 
said she had an exceptionally 
good time that day. She also said 
she felt the name ‘‘Miller’’ while 
in that area, believed to have 
been a reference to Charles 
Miller, director of the FCA camp. 
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The psychic also said she felt 
the missing woman’s presence at 
Turkey Run Park, a place Mrs. 
Grismore worked last summer, at 
the gatehouse and the swimming 
pool. Mrs. Alexander said she 
saw the woman walking from the 
pool to the gatehouse, a route she 
often took last summer. 

The Illinois woman also came 
up with several names of friends 
of Mrs. Grismore. 

When going,through’the house 
where the woman lived, the 
psychic went into a closet off the 
bedroom and then grabbed her 
throat. She said a man had beeh 
hiding in the closet and was there 
when Mrs. Grismore entered the 
bedroom and stayed hidden while 
she sat on the edge of her bed and 
removed her clothes. 

According to reports, Mrs. 
Alexander said the man forced 
Mrs. Grismore down stairs and 
out to her car. She said Mrs. 
Grismore, naked, complained of 
being cold and was allowed to 
take some clothing. According to 
one report, the psychic said she 
could ‘‘hear’’? Mrs. Grismore 
complaining of being cold and 
when a family member touched 
Mrs. Alexander’s arm at that 
moment, it was ‘‘ice cold.” 

Mrs. Alexander told the family 
that the woman had met with foul 
play. She claims two shots were 
fired into her head and the body 
was taken to the Turkey Run Park 
area. Mrs. Alexander predicted 
the body will be found, by two 
people in an area where there is 
water, some type of cattle 
operation and with horses nearby. 

The missing car, a 1973 
Thunderbird, will be found 
outside of Parke County, accord- 
ing to the psychic, in an 
enclosure. 

Mrs. Alexander claims she gets 
her powers from electrical shocks 
and says she has been struck by 
lightning on several occasions. 
She receives her information by 
visualizing scenes and also by 
reading palm prints. Mrs. 
Alexander says she has no idea 
why she can ‘‘see murder,” but 
that it is ‘‘very disturbing for me” 
‘and she intentionally blocks each 
one out after the incident is 
closed. 
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She does not claim to be able to 
tell who a killer is by name but 
says she can give general 
characteristics about the person. 
Mrs. Alexander says she is 
‘“‘deeply religious” and that her 
ability is “‘based in Christianity.” 

According to lowa police 
authorities, Mrs. Alexander has 
been called in on several murder 
cases. 

In one case in lowa Falls, Iowa, 
a woman was murdered. Mrs. 
Alexander was able to accurately 
describe the scene of a murder, a 
church where the woman’s body 
was found, although she had 
never been there. 

Police asked her about the gun 
and she gave directions to a barn 
one-fourth mile from the church 
where the body had been found. 
Although police did not find the 
gun, they did discover bullets in 
the wall of the barn ‘‘like 
someone had been practicing.” A 
California man was later arrested 
for the murder. 

In another incident, Mfrs. 
“Alexander was consulted about a 

naway from lowa. She told 
authorities the young girl was “in 
trouble” at that moment. An hour 
after the prediction it was 
discoverd that the girl had indeed 
been in a high speed chase in 
Kentucky and was hurt in a 
resulting auto accident. 

In another case, two girls were 
murdered and Mrs. Alexander 
was called in. She gave 
information to police, but the case 
was not solved in this instance. 

At another time, Mrs. Alex- 
ander was consulted about 
another girl who was missing. 
Similar to the Grismore case, her 
purse was found with her money. 
Mrs. Alexander said she “saw” a 
windmill. Later the girl’s body 
was found in an area called 
“Windmill Estates.” 

The psychic was also called in 


f ‘Pixie’ 
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on a New Mexico murder case 
where authorities had absolutely 
no clues. Mrs. Alexander 
accurately described for officials, 
on the telephone, the area where 
the body had been found. She 
said he had picked up a hitchhiker 
and that man had killed him, 
leaving in the car. She gave 
directions where the car might 
have gone and later it _ was 
discovered, as she had predicted, 
along with the hitchhiker. 

Debbie Reynolds, the actress, 

reportedly consulted Mrs. Alex- 
ander in 1974. Miss Reynolds 
had a severe pain in her shoulder 
but had been told by doctors that 
nothing could be done. The 
actress said she visited Mrs. 
Alexander and» prayed» with-her. 
After the psychic touched the 
nerves in Miss Reynold’s feet, the 
pain, disappeared and has not 
bothtred her since. - 

Five years ago, Mrs. Alexander 
said she had a vision of a star 
shaped building that would 
incorporate the principles of solar 
energy, with mysterious powers 
attributed to a pyramid shape. 
She later talked to an architect 
about the design and he said that, 
architecturally speaking, it was a 
good sound design for a medical 
building and solar energy plant. 
That building has been built by 
the St. Francis Hospital Medical 
Center in Peoria, Hlinois. 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. 
Star Valley Editor 


The worst fears of police investigators 
and family and friends of Mary Beth 
Grismore have now been realized. 

The 26-year-old Marshall, Ind., 
woman’s body was positively identified 
Thursday by’a check of dental records. 
Her body was found Wednesday in the 


See photo on Page 15 
trunk of her car at a Holiday Inn in 
Whitehall, Ohio, a suburb of Columbus. 
Memorial services for the former Iowa 
beauty queen, missing since Feb. 22, 
have been scheduled at Marshal! Satur- 
day. afternoon. 

Franklin County Coroner William 
Adrion said a clothesline-type repe was 
knotted round the woman's throat. He 
said the body was badly decomposed. 

The body was clad in blue jeans which 
were unzippered and a pullover sweater 
which was pushed up around her neck. 
The head was wrapped in a towel and the 
body covered with a blanket and an old 
raincoat, said Whitehall Police Chief 
Paul Jackson. 

Indiana State Police Det. Loyd Heck 
flew to Columbus Wednesday with re- 
cords about his investigation of the 
missing woman. He reported a pair of 
earrings found on the victim were 
known to belong to Mrs. Grismore and 
that a scar on the body was one she was 
known to have. 

Mrs, Grismore was reported missing 
the morning she was to leave, her 
Marshall home to join David Grismore. 
a farmer in Corydon, Iowa and the 
childhood friend she had married on 
Feb. 10. 

The body of the woman, who was 
runnerup in the 1969 Miss Iowa beauty 
pageant, was believed to have been in 
the car for about 10 weeks. She had been 
listed as missing since Feb. 22. Police 
said she was last seen alive by two 
girlfriends who attended a going-away 
party with her in Terre Haute. 

Mrs. Grismore returned the friends to 
their homes about 1:30 a.m. Feb. 22 and 
after that had planned to move her 
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belongings from the rural Eblus 
where she lived to join Grismare. 

Two bags of poultry feed were, found 
in the trunk of her car at the Holiday 
Inn. She was taking the feed to her 
husband who is a poultry farmer, police 
said. 

Missing from the car were Mrs. 
Grismore’s best china, silverware, an- 
tiques, paintings and other personal 
possessions, police said. ^, 

Police were called by the manager of 
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the motel who asked thera, i move mS 
car. Detective Sgt. Charles Snider said 
police noticed an odor and broke into the 
trunk and found the body. 

License plates had been removed 
from the car, police said. The Thunder- 
bird was the car Mrs. Grismore, known 
as “Pixie,” had been driving. 


Mrs. Grismore’ s parents had hired a 


psychic to help in the search. A $6,000 


reward was offered for Opals 


about the missing woman. 
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bg Ve in Marshall, memorial 
services are scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 


Saturday at Marshall Federated Church, 


with the Rev. Fred Stewart offciating. 

Mrs. Grismore, a native of Des 
Moines, is survived by her husband 
David; two sons, John Callan and 
Michael Benjamin Hale; the parents, 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hellyer of Corydon; 


two sisters, Mrs. Debbie Burgess and 
Mrs. Angela Snodgrass, and the. grand- 
parents, Mr. and. Mrs. Ben Grismore. 


REF ERENCE 


arch BOY Ait 
joins sear ars Filly 


igqnore killer 


The F A’ joined state 
authorities in the search for the 
killer of Mary Beth Grismore 
whose decomposed body was 
found last week in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Federal agents joined the 
case because Mrs. Grismore 
apparently was kidnapped and 
taken across a state line. 

Mrs. Grismore, 26, vanished 
Feb. 22 from her home at 
Marshall in nearby Parke Coun- 
ty. 

A former Iowa beauty pag- 
eant contestant, Mrs. Grismore 
moved to Indiana after marry- 
ing Robert Hale of Marshall. 
They were divorced last year 
and she later married David 
Grismore, Corydon, Iowa. She 
was preparing to move back to 
Iowa when she disappeared. 

Neither Hale nor Grismore 
were considered suspects in the 
case, authorities said. 

Detective Sgt. Loyd W. Heck 
of the Indiana State Police said 
authorities have few clues in 
the slaying. The only evidence 
so far is a rope found around 
the victim’s neck — apparently 
used to strangle her. 


quaintances of the woman, who 
formerly sold advertising in 
Crawfordsville and worked at 
Turkey Run State Park as a 
lifeguard and gate attendant. 

Heck said police thus far 
have placed no significance on 
a series of “prank” telephone 
calls received by Mrs. 
Grismore prior to her disap- 
pearance. He said the caller or 
callers did not speak when she 
answered the phone. 

Whitehall Police Chief Paul 
Jackson told The TRIBUNE 
Tuesday morning that David 
Grismore’s father Bob Hellyer, 
Corydon, Iowa, talked with in- 
vestigators in Whitehall, Mon- 
day. 

He said they want to talk to 
the husband. David Grismore, 
also of Iowa. to gather addi- 
tional information and get his 
finger prints. He was owner of 
the 1973 blue Thunderbird. 

So far prints found in the! 
vehicle are the investigators’ | 
only lead. 

Jackson said there can’t be 
any movement on the prints 
until Grismore’s and thej 
victims’s are obtained. — | 


Heck said state and federal ! 


officials would concentrate on 
interviewing friends and ac- 
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Autopsy shows 


Hai y Ji F Ips 
By ROB ALLEN’ 
Tribune Staff Writer 


An autopsy has revealed Mary Beth 
“Pixie” Hale Grismore—a Parke Coun- 
ty woman missing since Feb. 22—died of 
strangulation. 

The official report was released by 
authorities Friday morning after a body 
found near Columbus, Ohio was positive- 
ly identified Thursday as the 26-year-old 
missing for more than 10 weeks. 

A rope had been found around Mrs. 
Grismore’s neck, but officials conducted 
a thorough autopsy before announcing 
cause of death. 

Though the search for Mrs. Grismore 
is now;completed, officials said no im- 
mediate leads have surfaced about her 
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Indiana State Police Det. Sgt. Loyd 


. Heck, who is heading the investigation, 


was reportedly in Indianapolis Friday 
after returning from Whitehall, Ohio, 
Thursday. 

Whitehall police found the body after 
the manager of a motel asked them to 
move a car apparently abandoned in the 
motel parking lot about two months ago. 
The license plate was gone. 

The body was discovered when police 
noticed an odor and broke into the 
locked trunk. Mrs. Grismore’s body was 
so decomposed even the sex could not be 
determined. 

Franklin County Coroner William 
Adrion said a clothesline-type rope was 
knotted around the woman’s throat. X- 
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File disappearance and subsequent death. 


rays were to be taken to determine if she ' 
had also been shot. 

The body was clad in blue jeans which 
were unzipped and a pullover sweater, 
which was pulled up around the neck. 

The head was wrapped in a towel and 
the body covered with a blanket and an 
old raincoat. 

Mrs. Grismore was last seen alive in 
Terre Haute where she attended a going- 
away party with friends. She reportedly 
took the friends home about 1:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 22 and was to move to Iowa to meet 
her new husband, David, later that day. 

To aid in the search for their daugh- 
ter, her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Hellyer, hired a psychic and offered a 
$5,000 reward. Her Husband also offered 
a $1 ,000 reward. 
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Study Fingerprints Found 


In *Pixie’s’ Death Car pune „n 


WHITEHALL, Ohio (AP) — 
Fingerprints found in an auto- 


mobile which contained the. 


body of an Indiana woman are 
“the only thing we've got” in 
the way of possible major 
evidence, says Whitehall Police 
Chief Paul Jackson. 


The decomposed body of 
Mary Beth Grismore of 
Marshall, Ind., was found 
Wednesday in the trunk of a car 
‘which had been parked on a 
local motel’s parking lot for 
several months. The woman 
had been strangled to death, an 
autopsy determined, 


The fingerprints were sent to 
the Ohio Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation for study, Jack- 
son said, 

Mrs. Grismore, 26, disap- 
peared Feb. 22, the day she was 
to leave Marshall to join David 
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Grismore, her. husband of 12 
days, in Corydon, Iowa. 

She was runner-up in the 1968 
Miss Iowa beauty contest, po- 
lice said. 

Investigators have studied 
the motel’s guest register since 
the first of the year, but failed 
to turn up any clues as to how 
the car got there. A motel 
official called police Wednes- 
day to tow away the car. Of- 
ficers noticed an odor emanat- 
ing from the vehicle and found 
the body in the trunk. 

Jackson said the condition of 
the body indicated that at one 
time it had been frozen. He said 
it would appear unlikely that 
the woman had been killed at 
the motel since it would be 
difficult for the killer to have 
put the body in the car trunk 
without having been seen. 

A’preliminary autopsy report 


issued Friday indicated the 
woman had died of strangu- 
lation, said Detective Sgt. 
George Snider. He said a full 
autopsy report, which will in- 
clude toxology tests, is ex- 
pected to be issued next week. 
They’re hoping that report will 
also give them an idea as to the 
time of death. 

Police said the victim was 
last seen alive at a going away 
party in Terre Haute. In an 
effort to locate her,. Mrs. 
Grismore’s parents had hired 
psychic Greta Alexander of De- 
lavan, Ill., who incorrectly said 
the body was going to be found 
in an Indiana state park. Police 
made a search of the area but 
were unable to find any indica- 
tion the woman had been there. 
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Few clues found in Grismore murder case 


COLUMBUS, Ohio — With no suspects 
and only a few finger prints to go on, 
suburban Whitehall police are attempt- 
ing to. come up with a lead in the 
strangulation of a Parke County woman 
whose body was found in the trunk of a 
parked car. 

Both Indiana and Ohio state police and 
FBI agents are reportedly working with 
the Whitehall police, looking for a break 
in the case. 

Fingerprints found in the car and sent 
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to the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identi- 
fication for study are “the only. thing 
we've got” in the way of major clues, 
said Police Chief Paul Jackson. 

The decomposed body of Mary Beth 
Grismore, 26, Marshall, Ind., was found 
Wednesday in a car which had been 
parked on a local motel’s parking lot for 
several months. 

Mrs. Grismore disappeared Feb, 22, 
the day she was to leave Marshall to join 
David Grismore, her husband of 12 days, 


in Corydon, Iowa. 

She was runner-up in the 1969 Miss 
Iowa beauty contest, police said. 

Investigators have studied the motel's 
guest register since the first of the year, 
but failed to turn up any clues as to how 
the car got there. A motel official called 
police Wednesday to tow away the car. 
Officers noticed an odor emanating 
from the vehicle and found the body in 
the trunk. > 

Jackson said the condition of the body 
indicated that at one time it had been 
frozen. He said it would appear unlikely 
that the woman had been killed at the 
motel since it would be difficult for the 
killer to have put the body in the car 
trunk without having been seen. 
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Concern for Mary Beth “Pixie” Grismore/ 
26, who disappeared Feb. 22 from her rural 
Parke County home is increasing. Nearly 
seven weeks have passed since “Pixie” 
Grismore mysteriously disappeared. 

At first police felt she may have just left 
without telling anyone. Now one local of- 
ficer said, “We don't really know what’s 
happened but it’s been a long time for a 
simple disappearance." 

Pixie Grismore, originally from Corydon, 
lowa, lived in Parke County with her first 
husband Robert Hale for seven years. The 
couple has two sons who are presently 
being cared for by her former mother-in- 
law. Pixie and Robert Hale were divorced in 
October, 1977. 

Returning to lowa in December for a visit 
Pixie Hale met David Grismore. According 
to Grismore, ‘‘Pixie and | were from neigh- 
boring towns, | met her once when we were 
teenagers, but | didn't really know her then. 
We met in December and got married on 
February 10 this year.” Pixie Grismore had 
been married twelve days when she dsiap- 
peared. 

She returned to Parke county to make 
preparations for her move to lowa. She was 
driving her husband's 1973 Thunderbird. 
The car is also missing. It is a silver blue 
Thunderbird with a darker blue vinyl roof. 
lowa license 93GYD485 is on the car. 

David Grismore described her: ‘‘She was 
very anxious to come to lowa. She talked of 
nothing else. | don't see how she could 
have left by herself.” 

Pixie Grismore is 5' 8” tall and weighs 
approximately 137 pounds. She has short 
blonde hair and brown eyes. 

On Feb. 21 two friends of Pixie helped her 
load the Thunderbird with personal items, 
silver, china and an antique clock. Some of 
the items were placed in plastic garbage 
bags. A moving van was expected the next 
morning to transport larger possessions to 
her new home in lowa. 

That evening Pixie Grismore, in the com- 
pany of her two women friends, came to 
Terre Haute for an informal going away par- 
ty. They ate at the Red Lobster restaurant. 
One of the friends said, ‘‘She was in a good 
mood. Seemed in high spirit for going to 
lowa.” 

After dinner the three went to a movie 
and saw “Looking for Mr. Goodbar.” A 
friend said, “If we had known what it (the 
movie) was about, we wouldn't have gone. 
Now after what happened to ‘‘Pixie”’...| just 
don't know.” 

The movie, Looking for Mr. Goodbar”’ is 
based on a true story of a young woman 
who was a respected teacher by day and 
cruised single bars at night looking for sex- 
ual adventures. The character met a violent 
death from a sex partner. 

After the movie the threesome went to 
Bo-Disco. “We had a real nice evening 
there. We all danced with some foreign stu- 
dents from ISU.” While at Bo-Disco neither 
of her friends remembered anyone giving 
them any strange attention. 


"Normally Pixie loved to stay late and 


After seeing “Looking for 
Mr. Goodbar,” Pixie disap- 
peared. 


dance. It was hard to get her to go home. 
But, not that night. She wanted to get home 
and get some sleep and be up early for the 
drive to lowa," her friend said. 

“I remember her telling some guys, “If 
you wants girls for the night forget it. We're 
all married and are going home,” the 
woman friend said. 


RE ‘oinmnty rests Ft 


The three left Bo Disco at approximately 
12:30 a.m. It was the time of the fuel shor- | 
tage and no street lights were on. “We 
didn’t see anyone following us. There were 
very few cars out.” 

Pixie Grismore left off the first girl at 1 
a.m.in Rockville. The other arrived home in 
Marshall, a small town north of Rockville, 
about 1:20 a.m. Pixie Grismore's farm home 
is north of Marshall and southeast of 
Turkey Run State Park. She has not been 
seen since 1:20 a.m. February 22nd. 

After trying several times to reach her by 
phone David Grismore called the Parke 
Conty Sheriff's office. They found the home 
seemingly undisturbed. Pixie Grismore and 
the 1973 T-bird were missing. 

A search through the home turned up the 
black jumpsuit she wore the evening before 
and her purse with identification and cash 
intact. All her clothes seemed to be ac- 
counted for. The bed had been slept in and 
the bed clothes were pulled neat but not 
made. There were no signs of violence in 
the home or the immeidate area of the 
home. 

A helicopter was used to fly over the area 
but didn't turn up any information concern- 
ing her disappearance. Because there was 
no sign of violence the situation is being 
treated as a missing person case by the 
state police. 

“We've done more than we normally do 
in a missing person case.” Loyd Heck of 
the Indiana State Police said, “There is no 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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WE'VE GOT 
THE TRUCK 


USED TRUCK CENTER 


e 1975 DODGE 

Van, 3/4-ton, 318 V-8 engine, 3- 
speed transmission, 5 to choose 
from. 


e 1973 GMC 
With new 16 ft. grain bed and 
hoist, 7,000 Ib. front axles, 17,000 
Ib. rear axle. 


e 1971 INTERNATIONAL 
Harvester, 1600 series, 10-ft. 
dump, 3 to choose from. 


e 1972 INTERNATIONAL 


Harvester, 1700 series, 10-ft. 
dump, 3 to choose from. 


LARGE SELECTION OF USED TRUCKS 


ADAMS PONTIAC—GMC, INC. 


1430 WABASH 


232-4393 
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sign that a crime was commit ted. We really 
can't become involved until a definite crime 
is known,” he added. 

Pixie Grismore is described as having “a 
magnetic personality..She never met a 
stranger,” a friend said. ‘‘This is completely 
outside of what she’d do,” another said. “l 
can’t believe she'd leave by herself. . . .not 
for this length of time,” one of the women 
attending the going away party said. 

David Grismore agreed saying, “She just 
wouldn't have left by herself. She was too 
happy.” 

Three days after Pixie Grismore's dis- 
appearance, phone calls came to Pixie’s 
relatives and friends. The phone would 
ring, a relative or friend would answer and 
no one would speak. The line would stay 
open with someone listening but there was 
no reply. 

“| just don't know how to handle those 
calls. Is it someone being mean or what?” 
David Grismore said. 

David Grismore was present when one 
call came through and taking the phone he 
spoke as if to Pixie. The person listened, 
“But they didn’t say anything.” 

A woman claiming psychic powers, Greta 
Alexander, was asked by Mrs. Grismore’s 
parents to attempt to locate their missing 
daughter. Greta Alexander came to Pixie 
Grismore’s farm home and spent several 
hours in the home and with Pixie’s friends. 

A woman after having her palm read said, 
“She didn't seem to get anything right 
about me. What she said would fit my hus- 
band closer.” 

Daivd Grismore said, “Ive never ex- 
perienced psychic powers before - you'll 
have to prove it to me.” 

While reading Mrs. Grismore’s sister’s 
palm the psychic mentioned a lawn mower 
Pixie gave to the sister. ‘| don’t see how the 
psychic could have know about that,” the 
husband said. 

A more dramatic event occurred when 
the psychic tried to reenact what happened 
to Mrs. Grismore. The psychic saw” aman 
hiding in the house. The husband said, “We 
all got in the car then the psychic started 
holding her head and said, ‘Oh, blood’s 
running out of my eye!” Then holding her 
throat, she said, ‘Help Im suffocating.’ | 
was ready to get out but | calmed down and 
waited.” 

The psychic predicted that Pixie 
Grismore was dead and her body would be 
found in the area of Turkey Run State Park. 
The car was outside the area, she believed. 

The psychic’s predictions were enough 
to encourage a ground search of the area, 
but nothing was found. 

Psychic Greta Alexander would not 
return The Spectator’s phone call to be 
questioned about her psychic background 
and what proof she had of her abilities. 

“What can you think?” A friend said. 

"i've thought of nothing else but | have 
no real conclusions about what hap- 
pened,” David Grismore said. 

When asked by The Spectator if there 
was any real story in the disappearance, a 
police officer said, “I'd get my homework 
done on this. It’s been a long time. With the 
snow melted and mushroom hunters in the 
woods, you don’t know what they might 
find. You'd better be prepared for any- 
thing.” 
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Irish Fortnight starts Sunday 


An unusual opportunity for admirers of 
Ireland and all things Irish is to be offered 
by Indiana State University next month with 
the presentation of the Trish Fortnight Lec- 
ture Series featurifig scholars and artists 
from the Emerald Isle. 

The two-weei series will include a lec- 
ture each night by one of the visiting scho- 
lars starting Sunday, April 16 and conclud- 
ing Saturday, Aaril 29. 

Among them will be actor Derry Power, 
star of stage, corde and television; Donal 
McCartney, author, college dean and a 
member of the Irtsh Senate; Michael 
Hartnett, poet, Gaelic\scholar and transla- 
tor; Treasa O’Driscoll\ folklorist; Michael 
Ryan, assistant keeper\of antiques at the 
National Museum of Irdland; Michael and 
Noirin O’Suilleabhain, singers of traditional 
Irish music; and Nicola Gordon-Bowe, ex- 
pert on statined glass. 

“Time Past in Time Prgsent” is the theme 
of this year’s series offering a unique con- 
centration of Irish culture. It is co-spon- 
sored by Indiana State University and the 
Indiana Committee for the Humanities with 
matching funds from the Irish American 
Cultural Institute, a public foundation 
devoted to the study of Irish and Irish- 
American tradition. 

All 14 evenings of entertainment are open 
to the public without charge. The 8 p.m. 
programs will be held on the campus or at 
near by locations. 


Miss Barbara Murphy, graduate fellow in 
the ISU Department of Humanities and co- 
director of the projectwith Dr. Everett Tar- 
box, department chairman, has been asso- 
ciated with the aĝ on. previous #@rojects. A 
native of Dublin{ she was educated in Ire- 
land and the United States. She is a harpist, 
a singer and a teacher. 


Zietlow (Continued from Page 8) 
period.’ And it seemed to me again that 
none of them was\going to be addressing 
the things that | thought needed 
addressing. So that’s why Iran in '74. And | 
was already interested in Congressional 
issues, and got to know more about them, 
and about the 7th Congressional District, 
which is very disparate -- beautiful farms 
and subsistence farms for example. And | 
think education is the major industry, 
employs more people than any other single 
kind of occupation. 

“I came in second in 4 field of six. | 
maintained my interest in the district, and in 
the back of my mind was the thought that | 
would run again. | learned a lot from 1974 
that anyone who runs wauld have a tough 
time and would have to have a very good 
organization.” 

As is her style, Zietlow has done her 
homework thoroughly. She has studied the 
issues, driven down the roads. Her 
campaign appears to be well organized and 
better financed than many. Charlotte 
Zietlow is running hard to win. 
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Robes, Pajamas, Baby Dolls 
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and 
Long and Waltz gowns 


$10-$30 
Sizes 38-60 
Assorted Colors and Styles 


Open Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 


Thursday & Friday 10:00-8:00 
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Corner of 20th & CRAWFORD 
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One year ago Thursday - 
February 22, 1978 - a 26-year-old 
Parke County woman disap- 
peared without a trace from her 
rural Marshall farm home. On 
May.3 her Partially decomposed 
body was found in the trunk of her 
car in a motel parking lot outside 
Columbus, Ohio. 


‘PIXIE’ GRISMORE 


Davies Wrestles 
In Semi State 


Zane Davies, a 145 pound 
wrestler from Turkey Run, ad- 
vanced to the semi-state on 
Saturday, February 17. He was 
defeated by a wrestler from 
Anderson Highland 2-0. Davies 
placed first in his weight class in 
regional competition at Lebanon 
February 10 which advanced him 
to the semi-state. 

Davies’ record is now 21-3, 
losing this season to Dick 
Weatherford of Seeger in the 155 
pound class, and to Dennis Day of 
South Montgomery. Davies came 
‘back to beat Day at the Wabash 
River Conference cham- 
pionships, taking a first place. 

The Turkey Run wrestler also 
won in his class at the South 
Vermillion Tournament, the only 
Parke County wrestler to bring 
home a trophy. 

Davies beat Rick Omundson of 
North Vermillion to win the 
sectional title and a chance to get 
into regional competition. 
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13, on “one wie és, investi- 
gators still do not know why Mary 
Beth Grismore was killed, or who 
her killer or killers were. Both the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Indiana State Police have 
the case on active status, but 
neither has a valid -suspect, 
motive, or new evidence about 
the murder. There have been no 
new developments since investi- 
gation was at its peak in May of 
last year. 

Mrs. Grismore, nicknamed 
“Pixie,” had moved to Parke 
County from lowa after she 
married Bob Hale, a farmer in the 
Marshall area. The couple had 
two children, both boys. The 
Hales were divorced in October of 
1977, a divorce described as 
“friendly.” In February of 1978 
she married David Grismore of 
lowa. 

The victim was living alone at 
the farm house at the time and 
had planned to move to Iowa to 
join her husband on February 22. 
Her car was packed with personal 
effedis: ready for the -tripwand. a 
moving van’ was Scheduied to 
arrive that morning. 

The night of February 21, Mrs. 
Grismore and two girl friends 
went to Terre Haute in her 1973 
Thunderbird for a going away 
party. After dinner the three went 
to a movie. Ironically, that movie 
was ‘‘Looking For Mr. Goodbar,’’ 
a story in which the female lead is 
murdered. 

After the movie, the trio went 
to Bo Disco, a night spot in Terre 
Haute, and stayed until about 
12:30 am. Mrs. Grismore 
brought the one friend back to 
Rockville and took the other to 
Marshall. Only her killer saw her 
alive after the Thunderbird pulled 
out of Marshall toward the 
two-story brick farmhouse sitting 
by itself, away from nearby 
neighbors. 

Mr. Grismore tried to call his 
wife from Iowa the morning of 
February 22 but received no 
answer, after several attempts. 
One of the girl friends also tried 
to call, since she had promised 
the night before to awaken the 
victim at 8 a.m. that morning. 
The friend then went to the house 
and discovered Mrs. Grismore 
and her car missing. 

There were attempts to locate 
her among friends. Thinking she 
might have gone to escort the 
movers to the house, the girl- 
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friend waited. But the mover 
arrived alone, and then the Parke 
County Sheriff's Department was 
called. D Steamer te.” CERA 

‘NOT SCENE OF VIOLENCE 

When sheriff deputies sur- 
veyed the house, they found no 
apparent signs of violence. The 
woman's purse containing about 
$40 and credit cards, plus her 
cigarettes, were there, apparently 
ruling out a robbery. 

There is still a question 
whether Mrs. Grismore slept in 
her bed that night. A friend said 
she had helped make the bed 
during the previous day. That 
Wednesday morning the bed had 
the cover and spread thrown up 
over the pillows, rather than fully 
made-up. The pillow was 
“rumpled up.” A long narrow 
mirror which the victim intended 


he had worn to Terre 
Haute the night before were 
found. At first friends thought 
none of her clothing were 
missing, but were not definite. A 
pair of jeans and top she planned 
to wear to lowa were found in the 
washer. 

A tiny deposit of a foreign 
substance was found on the bed, 
less than one-fourth inch square. 
There was also a very light 
footprint, possibly the portion of a 
shoe sole about three inches wide 
and five inches long, on the fitted 
bedsheet. State Police Detective 
Loyd Heck said it appeared to be 
the print of a person stepping on 
the sheet while making the bed or 
resting a shoe on the bed while 
adjusting it. It did not appear to, 
be the print of a person standing 
on the bed. T 

Ground conditions at the time 
made it impossible to denote any 
strange tire tracks in the drive- 
way. The old snow was well 
packed and the truck the movers 
came in that morning would have 
destroyed any tracks. 

There was a report of a local 
person who thought he saw the 
Thunderbird in Rockville about 10 
a.m. on February 22 with a man 
_ driving. The man said he saw the 
car and waved because he 
thought it was a friend. He told 
police that when there was no 
wave back, he looked in the rear 
view mirror and then noticed the 

Iowa license plate. Mrs. Gris- 


wear aR 


more’s car carried plates from 


lowa, and belonged to her new 
husband. 


Volunteers conducted a ground 
search for the car, since police felt 
finding the Thunderbird would 
provide the key to determining 
Mrs. Grismore’s whereabouts. 
The Parke County snow was, 
searched for tracks leading into 
woods, barnlots, Turkey Run 
Park, off normal roadways. A 
Marion County Sheriff Depart- 
ment helicopter conducted a 
from-the-air search. None of 
these efforts met with success. 

At that time police still 
regarding the case as a ‘‘missing 
person’’ since there was no 
evidence that the woman had met 
with foul play. Family members 
and friends continued to insist 
that Mrs. Grismore would not 
‘just disappear.” When it was 
determined that the Thunderbird 
was not in Parke County, the FBI 
was called into the case. 

PSYCHIC CALLED IN 

A month passed with no word, 
no new clues. Then in early April 
the missing woman's family 
called in a psychic from Illinois. 
Using a technique of reading 
palm prints and the feelings she 
gets from surroundings, the 
clairvoyant visited the farmhouse 
and rade through the county. She 
reportedly told family members 
pieces of information which they 
alone knew, giving credence to 
her work. 

The woman said Mrs. Grismore 
had met with foul play and that 
the body would be found in a few 
days, possibly in the Turkey Run 
area. She said the car was not in 
Parke County, but would be 
located. She said she felt Mrs. 
Grismore had been attacked in 
her bedroom by a man hiding in 

the closet. 


‘The psychic told the family that 
the man forced the naked woman 
down the stairs but allowed her to 
tak: some clothing after she 
coniplained of being cold. She 
said two shots were fired into her 
head and the body was taken to 
the Turkey Run Park area. The 
body, she said, would be found 
where there was some water, 
some type of cattle operation and 
horses nearby. 

After the clairvoyant left, 
renewed efforts were launched to 
find the missing woman. Police 
officers and volunteers concen- 
trated on areas which might 
match the psychic’s descriptions. 
Again, nothing was found. 

A reward of $5,000 was posted 
by Mrs. Grismore’s parents for 
information shedding light on her 
disappearance. Another $1,000 
reward was announced for 
information leading to the 
whereabouts of her car. No one 
ever stepped forward to claim 
either reward. 

IT WAS MURDER 

On Wednesday, May 3, police 
at Whitehall, Ohio were called to 
the Holiday Inn East by the motel 
manager to dispose of a car he 
said had been on the lot for nearly 

two months. 

Officers arrived on the scene 
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and one said he noticed ‘‘a 
distinct odor” when he ap- 
proached the car, a 1973 two-door 
Thunderbird. The plates had 
been removed. Suspecting foul 
play, the car was removed to a 
police garage. 

‘In that garage some of the 
mystery about the disappearance 
of Pixie Grismore ended. 

Breaking the trunk lock on the 


Thunderbird, police found inside ` 


the body of a young woman, laid 
out full length. Officers matched 
the identification number of the 
car through a nationwide 
computer system and it matched 
the missing Grismore auto. 

Whitehall is completely sur- 
rounded by Columbus, although 
it remains an incorporated city of 
about 28,000. The Holiday Inn 
there is located off Broad Street, a 
main thoroughfare of Columbus 
and within walking distance of the 
Columbus airport. 


Mrs. Grismore’s body was 
identified through dental and 
doctor records. ` 

The upper part of the woman’s 
body was wrapped in a waist 
length yellow rain jacket, thrown 
loosely over the upper torso. 
Around the bottom half of the 
body was a pink blanket with a 
satin trim, tucked in around the 
figure. Although the body was 
clothed in flare bottom jeans and 
a loose knit sweater, she wore no 
shoes. The sweater had been 
pulled up around the neck on one 
side, one arm completely out and 
the other in, the jeans were 
unzipped, and she wore no under- 
clothing. 

The victim’s face had been 
covered with three towels. Two 
were folded and lay over the face 
while the third covered the entire 
head. 

A piece of clothesline-like rope 
was found around her neck, a 


knot at the adams apple. The 
Franklin County coroner ruled 
Mrs. Grismore died of strangul- 
ation. Because the body was 
partially decomposed, investi- 
gators were not able to tell if she 
had been sexually assaulted, but 
theorized she had been by the 
position of the clothing. Some 
officers theorized that the towels 
had held some type of sedation 
solution, to render her uncon- 
scious before she was strangled. 

Although it was known that the 
trunk of the car and the backseat 
were completely full of Mrs. 
Grismore’s personal effects, none 
were in the car when it was found 
in Ohio. Besides the body, police 
found in the trunk a pair of 
jumper cables, a hand lantern and 
a white plastic tub with poultry 
grit in it. Mrs. Grismore was 


reportedly taking the grit to her + therejwas no food ir 
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husband, who farms in Iowa. 
Also found in the car were two 
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empty beer bottles. A key to-a 
motel room was reportedly found 
about six feet from the car but 
was never actually tied in with the 
murder. 

Mrs. Grismore had her car 
serviced in Rockville on February 
17, five days before she disap- 
peared. When found in Ohio, the 
car had been driven 667 miles 
since that servicing. 

investigation began anew and 


officers interviewed dozens of 
people in Parke County. At one 
time, 15 FBI agents were 
assigned to the case. 
QUESTIONS UNANSWERED 
Mystery still surrounds the 
murder. 


Police say the knot used in the 
strangulation was unique, one 
sometimes used in the breaking 
of horses. The autopsy, showed, 
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her home, -but after the 
abduci. 

Medical Biers Say that, 
depending upon the quantity of 
food eaten, it takes about three to 
five hours for a person’s stomach 
to empty. Mrs. Grismore and her 
friends went to dinner about 6:30 
p.m. and finished around 7 p.m. 
and she ate lightly. Therefore her 
stomach would have emptied by 
10 p.m., or midnight at the latest. 

Investigators also wonder how 
the killer got to the house since, 
he or she, or they, apparently left 
in the Thunderbird. Many feel 
that there was a second person 
involved who drove to the house 
and then removed that car from 
the scene. 

j WHAT NOW? | 


arrested fof something am might 
confess, that a person in jail 
might confide the crime to 
another inmate, that someone, 
may die and leave a clue behind, 
or - and the least likely - that 
conscience may finally bring the 
killer to making a confession. 

Seemingly, with the trail cold 
and out of clues, such an 
‘accident’ might be the only way 
of knowing who killed Pixie. 
and why. 
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Almost three weeks of in. 
tensive investigation has un- 
covered no positive information 
about the murder of Mary Beth 
“Pixie Grismore, a Parke 
County woman missing since 
February. 

Indiana, Ohio and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation law en- 
forcers had nothing new to re- 
port Monday morning. 

“We have a few leads that 
we're chasing -down,’” FBI 
Agent Henry Mclnturff said. 
“But, we have nothing positive 
at this time.” 

“We've got nothing new,” 
Whitehall Police Chief Paul 
Jackson told The TRIBUNE.. 
“We're waiting on information 
to come back from the FBI a 


in Washington.” ‘ u 


That information -concerns 
fingerprints found inside Mrs. 
Grismore’s car. The blue 1973 
Thunderbird was discovered in 
a Whitehall motel parking lot 
May 3. 

Mrs. Grismore’s body was 
found badly decomposed in the 
trunk and was positively identi- 


fied two days later. 

Jackson Said results from the 
lab tests are expected “within 
10 days.” 

All Grismore family mem- 
bers have been interviewed, 
Mcfinturff said, including new 
husband David Grismore and 
ex-husband Robert, Hale. 

At this point; investigators 
say they have no suspects or 
theories in the apparent kidnap- 
murder. A Whitehall -coroner 


“ruled Mrs. Grismore died of 


strangulation and the rope was 


still around her neck when the. 


body was found. 

Mrs. Grismore was in Térre 
Haute with two° friends the 
night before her apparent-ab- 
duction. Her* friends had a 
farewell dinner for her. 

She was to beave the next day 
for lowa to pik her oahand of 
10 days.” 

However, she could foi be 
found at'her Marshall country 
bome the next day and the 
search began. ` 

“We're trying to ies up on 
the two and a half months she 
was missing,” McInturff said. 
“We're still doing a lot of in- 
vestigating.”’ 
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Clues still sought... 
in ‘Pixie ‘slaying 


After more than four months 
of investigation, no definite 
leads have surfaced in the Mary 
Beth ‘‘Pixie’’ Grismore kidnap- 
murder case, but the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation still is 
seeking clues in the matter. 

Dan Kelly, supervisory spe- 
cial agent in the FBI’s Indian- 
apolis office, said Tuesday 
morning that new leads have 
been found since May, but de- 
clined comment on them. 

Mrs. Grismore, a former 
Iowa beauty pageant contestant 
who was living in Marshall, 
Ind., had been missing since 
Feb. 22 until her body was 
found May 3 in the trunk of a 
car parked in a Whitehall, Ohio, 
motel parking lot. 

Whitehall Police Chief Paul 
Jackson said Tuesday his de- 
partment considers the case 

“inactive.” That means no 
more leads have developed and 
the case is not investigated 


unless something new comes 
up, he said. 

“We have nothing further to 
go on,” Jackson said. “All the 
evidence we sent to the lab 
turned up nothing.” 

The FBI investigation is con- 
sidered active although the 
agency is not close to any ar- 
rest, Kelly said. Something on 
the case goes through the Indi- 
anapolis office almost every 
day, he said. 


An autopsy report said Mrs. 
Grismore, 26, died of strangu- 
lation. A rope had been found 
around her body’s neck. 

Mrs. Grismore reportedly 
was last seen alive in Terre 
Haute where she attended a 
farewell party with friends. She 


reportedly took the friends 
home about 1:30 a.m. Feb. 22 . 


and was to move to lowa to met 


meet her new husband later : 


that day. 


